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Twenty years ago, Bruce and Lisa
Touloukian experienced the Miami
County Community Foundation in a
very personal way through their child-
ren. Both of their kids received
scholarships while in high school, eas-
ing the burden of education costs and
quietly planting a seed neither of
them realized would one day grow into
something much bigger. At the time,
the Community Foundation was simply
a generous presence in their lives, a
helping hand when it mattered most.

Years later, that seed took root. Lisa,
who worked in the superintendent's
office, saw firsthand how the Comm:-
unity Foundation supported local
schools and students. Several years
later, former Director of Development
Heidi Wright invited her to serve on
the Grant Committee. This committee
is responsible for reviewing requests
and determining how unrestricted
community funds are invested back
into Miami County.

What Lisa encountered through that
work changed her perspective. ‘It was
really eye-opening,” she shared.

“You don't always realize what people
in your own community are going
through until you're sitting there read-
ing these requests.”

Through the grants committee, Lisa
saw needs that went far beyond what
many people imagine. Requests
included warm shelter, food, early
childhood education, youth develop-
ment, and literacy support. Programs
like the preschool scholarship fund
and youth-focused initiatives stood
out, as did requests addressing home-
lessness and hunger.

“There are people in our community
who don't get to sleep in a warm bed
every night,” Lisa said. “That's over-
whelming to think about. It made me
appreciate what | have, but it also
made me ask how | could help others
get what they need”

That question stayed with both Bruce
and Lisa. As Lisa continued serving
on the committee, she witnessed the
real and measurable impact
unrestricted funds were making
across the county. She saw how
dollars, when pooled together, could
respond quickly and meaningfully to
emerging needs. When the Lilly
Endowment's two-to-one matching
opportunity became available, the
timing felt right.

“It felt like going full circle,” Lisa said.
“We weren't just on the receiving end

anymore. We could be part of making
that impact happen.”

Last fall, Bruce and Lisa established
the Bruce and Lisa Touloukian
Legacy Fund, choosing to invest in
the long-term well-being of the
community they have called home for
decades.

For Bruce, one of the most meaning-
ful aspects of giving through the
Community Foundation is trust. “You
can make your donation and know it’s
being managed responsibly,” he
explained. “You don't have to

worry about who gets what or
whether it's handled well. You just
help, and someone else takes care of
the rest.” Lisa summed it up simply:
“We do our part, and you do your
part.”

That partnership with a knowledge-
able and dedicated staff is something
the Touloukians value deeply. They
trust the Community Foundation’s
processes and believe the
organization always keeps the best
interests of the entire community in
mind.

Now both retired, Bruce and Lisa live
in Peru, just minutes from their
children and all six of their
grandchildren. Giving locally matters
to them because they can see the
results. The dollars stay in Miami
County. The impact stays in Miami
County. And the community they love
grows stronger for the next
generation.

They believe giving is not just
generous. |t is a responsibility. “We're
called to help our neighbors,” Lisa
said. "And this is a powerful way to do
that.”

Their hope is that others will see how
accessible giving can be. “You don't
have to start big,” Lisa emphasized.
“You can give a little and grow over
time. When everyone contributes what
they can, it becomes something truly
meaningful.”



