
 
 

Ernest O. Baxter Fund 

Ernest Baxter was an active member and dear friend to the Rochester and Fulton County community. 

He will always be known for his community leadership, volunteer work, philanthropy, and courtly, 

business manner. During his time in the community, he realized the importance and support that the 

church provides. Following this realization, he created the Ernest O. Baxter Fund with the community 

foundation to provide support to Grace United Methodist Church of Rochester.  

Ernie and his family were active members of Grace Church for many years. Even after his passing, 

Ernie’s family remains active in the church. When Ernie made the sizeable donation to the church it 

came as no surprise, it was just another act of kindness completed by Ernie. During church services, he 

was thanked for the gift and asked if he had anything to say, his response was simply, "I don't think I 

did anything special. There are at least a dozen people in this room who could do the same thing.” 

According to his grand-daughter, LeeAnn Pollock, Ernie’s response showcases his personality perfectly. 

“He was a man who wanted no recognition to his name, but recognition for the things he did,” LeeAnn 

said with a smile.  

Graduating from Van Wert High School in 1922, Ernie was the first member of his family to earn a high 

school diploma. He then went on to attend and graduate from Northern Ohio University as a Registered 

Pharmacist. For 55 years, Ernie worked at pharmacies in Van Wert, Detroit, Toledo, and then his final 

destination, Rochester, Indiana. In 1941, he made his way to Rochester and purchased the Blue Drug 

Store. Only twelve years later, Ernie purchased the Coplen and Erdmann Drug Store. He operated both 

stores for nine years before merging them to create Baxter Drugs, Ernie’s pride and joy.  

Along with Ernie’s career, family, and church involvement, he was still an active man in the 

community. He was a past president and 50-year member of the Rochester Kiwanis Club, a past 

president and 16-year member of the Woodlawn Hospital Board of Trustees, a 70-year Mason, and a 50-

year member of the South Bend Scottish Rite. He belonged to the Mizpah Shrine of Fort Wayne, the 

Indiana Pharmacists Association, and was a past president of the Fulton County United Way. Ernie was 

also a member of the Lake Manitou Association and the Rochester and Lake Manitou Chamber of 

Commerce, which presented him with its Distinguished Service Award in 1982. 

Ernie Baxter was a giving man who left his legacy everywhere he went. Through his many funds, the 

people and businesses of this community will be impacted by Ernie for years to come.  

 


