
 
 

Welling Family Fund 

The Welling Family Fund was created by sports loving, family 

man Mr. Craig B. Welling. Sadly, Craig passed away at the age of 

64 in December of 2019. Very shortly before his passing, Craig 

made the contribution to his Welling Family Fund that brought it 

up to endowment status.  

Craig called many places home throughout his lifetime. Beginning 

with his childhood, he was born on April Fool’s Day of 1955 in 

Rochester, IN. While growing up, Craig lived in Leiters Ford, IN; 

just only a few miles over from hometown Rochester. After 

graduating from Culver Community Schools, he made the move to attend college at Indiana 

University of South Bend. Staying in the northern part of Indiana, Elkhart was the last place Craig 

called ‘home sweet home’.  

From a young age, family meant everything to Craig. Growing up, his family consisted of his 

parents, the late M. Leon Welling and Kline Welling, and a brother, Todd Welling. Craig then had a 

family of his own, two sons, Evan and Blair Welling.  

Sports were another major part of Craig’s life. In 1973, as a recent high school graduate, he came 

up with the idea for a traveling “bell trophy” to boost school spirit between Culver and Argos 

boys’ basketball teams. In 2015, he initiated the same idea for the girls’ basketball teams. The 

winner of these annual “bell games” takes home the bell for the year. Craig also spent several 

years as a volunteer usher for Notre Dame football games. 

Craig enjoyed meeting people through his various hobbies and passions. He worked and met many 

at his work at Dicor. He also attended the Lighthouse Vineyard church and was a regular member 

at Planet Fitness. 

Through the Welling Family fund, Craig’s legacy will live on forever for generations to come.   

 


