
 
 

Shaw Markley Leasure Fund 

The family of Linda Leasure has been a significant part of the Fulton County community since the 

late 1800s, and continue to be a delightful presence in the area. Linda was born and raised in 

Pulaski County to Naomi J. Shaw and Harris J. Markley. She gives credit to her mother for her 

ability to create beautiful and inspiring art because of the encouragement she gave Linda to 

always follow her heart. Naomi was a homemaker but spent time as an attendant at a hospital for 

the mentally ill. Her love for invention was something to be admired greatly. Harris farmed and 

drove stock-trucks.  

Besides a short year in the Sunshine State of Florida, Linda enjoyed life near Fulton County, four 

miles west of Kewanna. During her childhood, she, alongside her 4 siblings, lived on the 

countryside just one mile from their grandparents and would visit them every day the weather 

allowed. Being the first girl, Linda enjoyed the attention she received from family members and 

impressed them with her intelligence. She would play teacher whenever she got the chance and 

later, after attending Star-City High School, Linda graduated Valedictorian of her class. Linda’s 

first job was working as secretary at the Pulaski-White phone company. Linda was not only a hard-

worker and intelligent young woman, but she was and is loved by many. Her sister always said she 

looked up to her and admired Linda greatly. 

After high school, Linda married Larry L. Leasure in 1961. Linda remembers her late husband the 

most by his selfless personality and his love for fishing. His love for nature and spending time 

outdoors was passed on to Linda. They built a home together in 1993 on the side of 

Deutchman/Cowles gravel pit where Larry spent countless hours fishing. Larry was also a heavy 

equipment operator and then a machinist at Fulton Industries in Rochester. His parents were 

Herold and Vivian Scott Leasure who were also born and raised in the Kewanna area. Herold spent 

his career as a mechanic at International Harvester, and Vivian as a homemaker and seamstress. 

Larry worked extremely hard with three jobs and helped care for their two children, Michael and 

Trudy, for four years so that Linda could attend college at IUK in order to get her teaching degree. 

Linda will never forget the selfless love and devotion Larry gave to Linda so that she could get her 

dream job as a special need’s teacher. She spent 30 years in the school system teaching and 

administrating. Some of her favorite memories are those with the tiny students she engaged with 

after she retired, but she remembers all her students with affection. Both of Linda’s children are  



 
 

now parents themselves, and she loves spending time with her three grandchildren and great 

grandchild. 

Linda still lives in the house that she and Larry had built just for them. She is a member of the 

NICF board and is involved in many organizations and groups around the county including the 

Heartery, coffee groups, and a writing group. Linda was on the Peak Board and the Board of 

Logansport Art as well. She was also a CASA volunteer and then was on the CASA Board. Her home 

is the display of her personality today, and she expresses her love for people and nature in each 

piece she displays. Linda says the person who was most influential in her life was her mother 

whom was strict yet always curious and interested in new possibilities. She and Larry were not 

only family-minded but community-minded and strive to give back to the place they will forever 

call home through the Shaw-Markley-Leasure Community Fund. 


