
 
 

Copyright © 2016 Northern Indiana Community Foundation  

The Rochester Telephone Co. Inc. Fund 
 

In 1895, the Rochester Telephone 
Company (RTC) opened its doors to 
Fulton County for the first time. The 
company began when five local 
businessmen realized the evident need 
to have a system to communicate effectively between businesses throughout the 
community. Since that day, the company has grown into a well-known and widely 
used telecommunications service.  

 
Since its inception in 1895, RTC has formed a substantial bond with the Fulton County 
community and taken interest in its development. When a new CEO took over in 1980, 
he was determined to maintain this reputation.  

 
Throughout the years, RTC had consistently given approximately $10,000 a year in 
grants to charitable organizations out of the company funds. In 1996, the recently 
formed Northern Indiana Community Foundation (NICF) was providing an opportunity 
to match donations to funds. This was used as an incentive to encourage people to 
give back to the community.  

 
The CEO of the RTC decided to seize this opportunity. He went directly to the RTC 
board to explain the possible benefits of starting a fund with the Community 
Foundation. Not only would the NICF match RTC’s gift, but the fund would ensure 
that RTC could continue to give back to the community for years to come. The RTC 
board agreed upon creating a fund, and in 1996 the Rochester Telephone Company 
Inc. Fund was created. 

 
To this day, the Rochester Telephone Co. Inc. Fund has given over $100,000 in grants 
to charitable organizations throughout the community. These grants average to 
approximately $8,000 per year. They have given to several different organizations 
such as: Camp-We-Can, Rochester Historical Society, Fulton County Community 
Center, United Way, FCA, and many others.  

 
When choosing grant recipients, the RTC board looks for organizations that will 
benefit as many individuals as possible within Fulton County. All gifts made through 
the fund with the Community Foundation are strictly charitable, which means that 
RTC does not receive any benefits for its donations.  

 
As years have passed, employees at the RTC come and go, but the current CEO of 
RTC, Joe McCarter, carries on the tradition of community involvement set by his 
predecessors. “It is our culture,” Joe said. “We are committed to giving back to the 
community.”  


