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Our Kids Excel 
 

North Judson-San Pierre School Corporation has supported and prepared many young members of the 
North Judson community over the years. Located in North Judson, Indiana, NJSP stays true to its 
vision of “building a foundation and fostering opportunities for growth, so that students can 
graduate, college and career ready.”  
 
The Verhagen Three: Chris, Kirt, and Amy, are three siblings who thrived in the NJSP school 
corporation. The three siblings were highly invested in their academics. They also participated in 
many activities and clubs that were offered at NJSP. After graduating high school, each sibling went 
on to graduate college, get married, start a career, and have children of their own. In their own 
personal way, each sibling acquired success after their time at NJSP. While looking back at their 
lives, The Verhagen Three decided to give back to the school and community that made them who 
they are. They decided to start a fund to support the North Judson-San Pierre School Corporation.  
 
The Verhagen Three were so excited to create this fund and make an immense impact on not only 
NJSP schools, but Starke County as well. The fund name, Our Kids Excel, came to mind when Amy 
stumbled across what the letters “XL” meant on her son’s educational robot. Amy explained, “It took 
me awhile to figure out what it meant. Then I realized it meant Excel, because the robot was a robot 
that would ask him questions.” Amy described that the word stuck with her until she realized it 
would make the perfect name for her and her sibling’s new fund. She says, “you know, our kids in 
NJSP, they just excel!” So, the Our Kids Excel Fund was born.  
 
With this fund, The Verhagen Three wants to help with NJSP’s limited funding in some areas that 
may not be readily available. For example: providing robotics, band instruments, tutoring, etc. Chris 
stated, “I think we all feel that Judson needs to be competitive with many of the other schools. 
Because in other schools (the larger schools) they obviously have many more resources than Judson 
has, but you know if there is anything we can do to help get the school up to the next level, we'll do 
it.” The creation of this fund will help enable the community to fund programs and projects, as well 
as raise money for resources needed. 
 
When asking the Verhagen Three how they personally benefitted from NJSP, Amy answered, “NJSP 
really gave all three of us a great foundation. We had some really great teachers there too.” Amy 
continued, “I thought Mr. Powell was a great influence on me. He was my chemistry teacher and he 
had a very significant disability. Yet, he kept teaching and he pursued what he wanted to pursue. He 
taught us that if you really want to do something no matter what, you can do it.”  
 
The Verhagen Three look forward to seeing the impact of this fund towards the school that gave 
them so much. As well as the impact the fund will have long after the three are gone. The legacy of 
NJSP and its opportunities will live on forever.  
 


