
 

 
The Maudie Cole Mullins Fund 
 
Maudie Cole Mullins was a hardworking, loyal, loving, and generous woman. Though she faced adversity in 
life and often had limited resources, she was unceasingly willing to help others. Through her kindness, she 
made lifelong friends and supported her family when they needed her most. 
 
One such act of generosity happened when Maudie’s sister-in-law passed away in 1957, leaving six 
children. The children’s father needed help raising them, and though Maudie had nine children of her 
own, she took in her six-year-old niece, Donna, and cared for her as her daughter. This fund was 
established by Donna to honor Maudie, whom she called “Granny,” and to show Donna’s appreciation of 
the childhood and the life that Maudie gave her. 
 
Maudie was born on April 12, 1892, in Salyersville, Kentucky. There, she married Tecahumseh Mullens, 
and they had seven children. She and Tecahumseh lived a pleasant life together until, sadly, Tecahumseh 
became ill, and Maudie sacrificed nearly everything she had to try to save him.  
 
Upon Tecahumseh’s passing, Maudie had to work very hard to support her family. She remarried several 
times and had two more children in Kentucky. When Tecahumseh’s brother, Charlie, moved to Indiana 
from Michigan, she also decided to move there. Starke County was thriving, and she was excited to join 
this community. 
 
Maudie’s social security check was just $39.10 a month. She and her children lived on a farm with pigs, 
chickens, and a garden, which supplied them with food. Maudie was always working. She sold fruits and 
vegetables and she made various things, such as quilts, which she would sell to support the family. She 
was also very thrifty and conservative, reminding her children not to waste. 
 
Another memorable trait of Maudie’s was that she was so loyal. Donna recalls a lawyer who represented 
her when she had a legal issue over some land. He helped settle the dispute, and for years afterward, she 
sent him baskets full of things from her garden, including green beans and sweet corn. Though her means 
were modest, she never forgot what he did for her, and she wanted to show her appreciation. 
 
She also would often iron out rags and create quilts to give to those who needed them. As Donna recalls, 
Maudie did amazing work with the little that she had. Donna still has a quilt and a sewing chair that 
Maudie used. 
 
Some of Donna’s favorite memories growing up revolve around family, including going to her cousin, 
Ernie’s house to play. She also loves books and credits this to the influence of Maudie. 
 
Donna graduated from Knox High School in 1969. Donna attended Ancilla College and finished her 
bachelor’s degree in Personnel Industrial Relations at Indiana University South Bend. She then got married 
and had three children. As a working mother, she has worked in several hospitals and at the SCILL Center. 
When her husband retired, they moved to Florida. 
 
In order to honor her adoptive mother, who gave her so much support throughout her life, Donna 
established the Maudie Cole Mullins Memorial Fund, which supports the charitable intentions of the Starke 
County Legacy of Women in providing support to enhance the leadership capacity of women in Starke 
County. Through this fund, Maudie’s legacy of hard work, loyalty, and generosity will live forever. 


