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King Anness Memorial Scholarship Fund  

Paul “King” Anness loved living in sunny Hawaii, where he could actively pursue 

his passion for water sports daily. He was born on September 6, 1948 in Peru, Indiana. 

His love affair with water started at an early age, as he grew up along Lake Manitou in 

Rochester, Indiana during his early years. He thoroughly enjoyed all water sports, but 

he especially liked water skiing.  

His love for the water later led him to the shores of Kailua, Hawaii, where he 

lived for the majority of his adult life. There, he became the Recreational Director for 

Club Med, a French vacation resort company. He was in charge of the resorts water 

sports such as water skiing, surfing, and windsurfing. Paul worked in resorts across the 

world for often longer than six months at a time. Because of this, he became fluent in 

five different languages while he was abroad.  

Not only did Paul work at Club Med at various tropical locations across the globe, 

he also wanted to help expose tourists to the beauty of Hawaii. He did this by becoming 

a Coast Guard Approved Sea Captain who piloted excursion boat rides for tourists.  

He soon retired from his tropical adventures, and came back to Rochester, 

Indiana, to be closer to his mother, Mildred “Millie” Anness. Millie was born in Peru, 

Indiana on October 19, 1920. After marrying Kenneth F. Anness in 1941, she and her 

family moved to Rochester in 1954 after purchasing the former A&W Root Beer stand. 

Millie enjoyed yardwork, walking, reading, and spending time with her son, Paul, in 

Hawaii. Shortly after Paul’s death on July 30, 2014, she started the King Anness 

Scholarship Fund in his memory.  

To be considered for the King Anness Memorial Scholarship Fund, applicants must 

be a graduate or a graduating senior of Rochester High School and planning to attend 

an accredited four year college or university. Applicants must also be active in school 

or community, deserving of financial assistance, and must submit an essay identifying 

a role model and explaining the characteristics of that person which influenced the 

applicant’s choice. Special consideration will be given to applicants who come from 

single parent households or foster care, if otherwise qualified.  


