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Garry Daniels was born in Paulding County, Ohio to Charles and Thelma 
(Kyser) Daniels, but he made his mark on the Fulton County community. 
He graduated from Rochester High School, where he was an outstanding 
athlete. He held the high school’s 880-yard record and was a longtime 
holder of the 440-yard record. He was also the first student to win the 
Rochester High School Gold Medal in 1938. 
 
He continued to succeed in athletics when he attended Indiana 
University. There, he was a member of the IU Big Ten track team, and he 
was later honored as a 50-year member of this club. 
 
Garry’s hard work continued to bring him success throughout his life. He 
was a U.S. Army Air Corps veteran of World War II, where he was a flight 
instructor and fighter pilot. He was a former owner of Blue Products 
Janitorial Supply Co. in Rochester, and later in life, he worked for Enyart’s Hardware. 
 
Garry married Zanna D. Davidson on October 17, 1942 in Rochester. They had three daughters, 
Dianne, Debsie, and Denise, and one son, Dr. Dan Daniels. They also had seven grandchildren. 
 
When Garry passed away in 2000, his wife chose to honor him by establishing a fund with the Fulton 
County Community Foundation. She decided that the fund would support the Lake Manitou 
Association, Inc. because Garry grew up by Lake Manitou. 
 
Lake Manitou, known by early settlers as “Devil’s Lake,” due to the Potawatomi Indians’ belief that a 
monster serpent inhabited it, has a very rich history. The 775-acre lake was formed by the flooding 
of the area around five lakes. The flooding was caused by a dam that was built to obtain water 
power for a grist mill that the U.S. government constructed in 1827. The purpose of the grist mill was 
to grind corn for the Potawatomi Indians under the terms of an 1826 treaty. A blacksmith shop, 
trading post, and quarters for the miller and blacksmith were built near the mill.  
 
This was the first white settlement in the area that became Fulton County in 1836. Originally, 
though, it was named Tiptonville in honor of General John Tipton, the Indian agent for that region. 
When the Potawatomi Indians were moved to Kansas in 1838, the dam, mill, and village were 
abandoned. 
 
Throughout the twentieth century, Lake Manitou was a much-desired vacation destination. There 
were hotels and restaurants for visitors with a dance pavilion and beaches. Visitors also loved to take 
cruises on Lake Manitou.  
 
Today the lake is a beautiful place around which people have built their homes, condos, and several 
restaurants and lodges as well. The Lake Manitou Association, Inc. supports the area and strives to 
preserve the history of Lake Manitou.  


