
 
 

Finke Family Community Fund  

Allen Finke was born in Muenster, Indiana, and after spending many years in various foster homes 

throughout Northwest Indiana, he found himself in Winamac, Indiana, during his high school years.  

He began working part-time for a business in Kewanna while still in school, and after graduation 

and service in the Air Force, he settled down in Kewanna, Indiana and started a family.   

He began working for Kewanna Metal Specialties, Inc., and eventually became a stockholder in the 

company. He worked hard and was successful, eventually buying out the other stockholders. The 

company continued to grow, and in time, his sons, James Finke and Jeffrey Finke joined him in 

the business. Like their father, they started on the shop floor, eventually working their way up to 

running the day-to-day operations of the company. Today, three generations of the Finke family 

are actively involved in the family business.    

Because he had no permanent home or family in his early years, Allen was very appreciative of the 

“home” and “family” he found in the Kewanna community. In Kewanna, he learned that family 

was bigger than just having a wife and children. When their Kewanna home was destroyed by fire 

in 1965, his Kewanna family stepped forward to ask how they could help. When his company was 

destroyed by fire in 1968, his Kewanna family was there, again, to lend a hand. To pay this back 

to the community, Allen was always proud and quick to step up when others were in need. He also 

enjoyed watching people develop and realize their dreams of starting their own business and was 

eager to help however he could. 

Community involvement and service, too, were important to Allen. He was a member and sponsor 

of various clubs, organizations, and activities (Rotary International, Boy Scouts, the Winamac 

YMCA, Toastmasters, and the Michigan City Power Squadron, to name a few). Allen was also an 

active congregant of the Kewanna United Methodist Church, and eventually the Winamac First 

United Methodist Church, serving on various boards in both churches.     

Allen raised his sons to share his value of community and family, and the importance of giving of 

oneself and time to help others.  Both James and Jeffrey carry on this family tradition of serving 

their Fulton County community and take great pride in teaching these ideals to future generations 

of the Finke family. The legacy of the Finke family and their kindness to community will live on 

forever through the Finke Family Community Fund.  


