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The Stephen and Kathryn Hartzler Scholarship Fund 
 
Stephen and Kathryn Hartzler were high school sweethearts who raised their three children with the values 
of working hard, being dependable, doing what’s right, supporting the community, being a friend, and 
showing love for family. 
 
Their three children, Stephenia, Mark, and Melinda, have raised their own children with the influence of the 
values they were taught by their parents. Stephen and Kathryn not only left an impression on their children 
and grandchildren, but they also had such a profound influence on Fulton County.  
 
Stephen graduated from Akron High School in 1950. They were married after Kathryn graduated from the 
same school in 1951. Though they started their married life in Wabash, they soon returned to Fulton County. 
They moved several times before settling on a farm next to what is now known as Lake Chippewa, where 
they ran a dairy cattle operation. 
 
Stephen worked at General Tire in Wabash until he left in order to become a full-time farmer, working with 
their crops and dairy cattle. Later, he went to work at Sonoco Products and sold his cattle.  
 
Each day, he would leave a list of farm chores that needed to be done, which Kathryn worked hard to do 
while also raising their three children. Stephenia, Mark, and Melinda also worked hard as farm kids, helping 
with the hogs, sheep, chickens, and the many responsibilities that farm life entailed. Eventually, Stephen 
became involved with livestock again when he purchased Hereford cattle.   
 
The children began showing beef cattle in 4-H, and each of them continued for 10 years. They participated 
with other 4-H activities as well, and Melinda remembers one year when she had 9 projects!  
 
For each of them, 4-H was not for making money. Rather, it was a character-building activity. For that 
reason, Stephen, Kathryn, and their children were very passionate about the program. All of Stephenia’s and 
Melinda’s children have shown beef cattle in 4-H for ten years, and several of Melinda’s grandchildren 
participate as well. Though Mark no longer farms, he supports 4-H in other ways, such as through the 
auction. 
 
Through the children’s involvement in 4-H, Stephen and Kathryn got to know many people in the 
community. This helped lead them to more community involvement through political careers. Both Stephen 
and Kathryn became very involved with politics, which allowed them to impact Fulton County immeasurably. 
Kathryn received the Sagamore of the Wabash twice, once from Governor Earnest Bohen, and the other from 
Governor Robert Ore. Both Stephen and Kathryn were named Distinguished Hoosiers by Governor Mitch 
Daniels. 
 
Stephen became a Councilman in 1980 and served in that position for eight years. He was then County 
Commissioner for another eight years. Kathryn was the Fulton County Republican Vice Chairman and later 
the Chairman. She also resurrected the Republican Women’s Club, which made many accomplishments in 
Fulton County. 
 
Kathryn never ran for another elected position. Instead, she preferred to do the background work. She 
worked diligently to better her community without needing any recognition.  
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Stephen and Kathryn’s children recall the numerous times when community members would come to their 
home with a concern, knowing that Stephen and Kathryn were dependable and two people that they could 
count on. The children also remember that their parents were sure to get all of the details, and then they 
would work to find the best solution. 
 
They were very involved with and proud of the Courthouse, the airport, the Woodlawn Hospital, the jail, the 
sheriff’s department, etc. Their community involvement touched every corner of Fulton County. Though 
they stayed in the shadows, working in the background, they accomplished so much for their community. 
 
Stephen and Kathryn always taught their children to do what they believe is right, even if it isn’t the 
popular decision. They led by example. Their children remember that although Stephen and Kathryn 
identified with the Republican Party, they wanted both Parties to have good candidates. They believed that 
when you had good, community-minded people on both sides, everyone wins, no matter the outcome. When 
the Republican candidates lost, they were also the first to congratulate the winner.  
 
Kathryn said often that if you work hard for the people and contribute, you will have their ear. She cared 
very much about representing the people and about making sure that dedicated people were in office.  
She managed the license branch for many years, but didn’t accept any pay. Instead of keeping her earnings, 
she sent them to the Republican Party at the state level to contribute to getting good people elected. She 
wanted the representatives at the state level to be people who would make a difference locally.  
 
Their parents taught them character in other ways as well. Kathryn taught her children about friendship, 
using an illustration about a butterfly. She told them often that if the butterfly wants to fly away and you 
have to try to hold onto it, it wasn’t really yours to begin with. However, if the butterfly willingly stays 
there with you, it’s a true friend. 
 
The values their parents taught them have influenced the siblings’ relationships with one another as well. 
The three of them stick together and know that they can always count on one another. 
 
In addition to Stephen and Kathryn’s other passions, they were also devoted sports fans. Stephen played in 
intramural softball teams, and Kathryn was a cheerleader and twirler. They had season tickets and attended 
every Akron basketball game, and they were some of the first season ticket holders for the Tippecanoe 
Valley basketball teams.  
 
They also purchased season tickets each year for the Notre Dame women’s basketball team. Although 
Kathryn was legally blind toward the end of her life, they still never missed a game! They became friends 
with those who sat around them at the games, and many of them attended their funerals and shared that 
story with their children. 
 
It wasn’t a surprise that Stephen and Kathryn made friends so easily. Their children, too, felt that they 
could always turn to their parents for support. Kathryn was a great listener and always took the time to talk 
with her children whenever they needed it. 
 
It was also important to Stephen and Kathryn to live conservatively. Their children say that they didn’t 
throw anything away. They have mementos from even their own childhoods, and they have a file for every 
project they ever worked on in their political careers. As Stephenia, Mark, and Melinda have been exploring 
and sorting through their parents’ things, they have reminisced about the many memories they have from 
their childhood. 
 
They recall one night when they were all under six years old, and their parents were out finishing the farm 
chores. They had a porch light that the children would turn on if there were an emergency. On this Sunday 
night, Stephenia flipped the light on. Her mother came rushing to the house to find all three children 
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perched in front of the television watching the newest weekly episode of Lassie. All three of them were 
crying, and when Kathryn asked what the emergency was, Stephenia turned around and sobbed, “Lassie’s 
not gonna make it this time, Mommy!” 
 
As they’ve sorted through their parents’ things, they haven’t only recalled their own memories, but they’ve 
also come to appreciate their parents’ lives and the impact they made in the community even more.  
 
Although Kathryn and Stephen lived frugally all their lives, they decided to give back to the community even 
further by establishing the Stephen and Kathryn Hartzler Memorial Fund in 2015 with the Fulton County 
Community Foundation. Through this fund, Stephen and Kathryn will continue to positively impact the 
community by helping graduates of Tippecanoe Valley, Rochester, North Miami, and Caston High Schools 
obtain a college education. The immeasurable impact these two have already made will continue forever. 
 


