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Mat Swanson and Marilyn Irgang were born just 
a few years apart in the late 1920s in the same 
hospital in Streator, Illinois. (Mat: Dec., 11, 1927; 
Marilyn: Unknown.) Ironically, though their 
families did not know one another, they were 
delivered by the same nurse, who was Marilyn's 
cousin. Mat and Marilyn did not meet until years 
later at Purdue University. They were married in 
1949, and they settled in Bass Lake, Indiana.  
 
Marilyn received her degree from Purdue 
University North Central, where she majored in 
English and Biology, and Mat graduated from 
Purdue University with a degree in Agriculture 
and Economics. Mat also served in the U.S. Air 
Force.  
 
Early in their marriage, Mat was a hog farmer, 
and Marilyn was a substitute teacher while she 
cared for their five children. Eventually, she 
transitioned to working full-time as a high school 
English teacher at the Knox Community High 
School, from which she retired. She taught 9th, 
10th, and 11th grade English classes, as well as 
9th and 10th grade honors English classes. Mat 
farmed for ten years, and then he pursued a 
career in finance.  
 
Mat served as Regional Vice President of the Federal Land Bank of Louisville beginning in 1961, which entailed 
supervising the northern half of Indiana's Farm Credit System. He retired after serving 24 years as Regional Vice 
President. He then began working with American State Bank in North Judson, and he retired as President in 1994. 
 
The two oldest of Mat and Marilyn's children are their sons, Ralph (Karen) and David, and the three younger children 
are their daughters, Andrea Kary, Marta (James) Canada, and Laurie (Dudley) Auzenne. Ralph works for the 
Department of Natural Resources. David <<Insert Info about David>>. Andrea had an antique boutique/gift shop at 
Bass Lake, and she also has her realtor license and practiced realty for a while in Wisconsin. She is now going to 
continue pursuing real estate.  
 
Marta teaches seventh grade at a Blue Ribbon School in a suburb of Saint Louis, MO. The Swanson's youngest 
daughter, Laurie, is an air traffic controller. She is one of four air traffic controllers from Starke County.  She was also 
the youngest person in her occupation in Houston, and she is recognized as having the second longest career there 
thus far.  
 
All five of Mat and Marilyn's children went to Purdue University, an institution to which the family has deep ties. Five 
of Mat and Marilyn's seven grandchildren went to Purdue. The two who did not attend Purdue graduated from 
Valparaiso University and the Air force Academy in Colorado Springs.  

 



 

 

 
Mat became involved with the Starke County Community Foundation (SCCF) in 1997, the second year after its 
inception, and he has been very instrumental in its success. Marilyn remembers telling a SCCF founder, "If you want a 
good treasurer, you just take my husband under your wing because he's the best treasurer in the whole world! . . . . 
He's a treasurer and a half." 
 
Mat served on the Starke County Community Foundation Service Committee, on the Board of Directors of the 
Northern Indiana Community Foundation (NICF), on the NICF Real Estate Committee, and served on the NICF Finance 
Committee from its inception to present, currently holding the title of Member Emeritus. He also served on the Starke 
County Lilly Endowment Scholarship Committee from 2000 until 2007. 
  
In addition to Mat's involvement with the Community Foundation, Mat and Marilyn have both been incredibly active 
in the community. Mat is a long-time board member and a past President of the Starke County Economic 
Development Foundation (SCEDF). He has also been voted a permanent Director Emeritus of the SCEDF. Mat served 
on that board since 1990. Mat was instrumental in helping to choose the SCEDF’s first board members and began 
serving on the board himself in 1990. 
 
Over the years, Mat offered his service and expertise to many other nonprofits and organizations. He served as a 
charter member and Treasurer of the Starke United Board, he was a director of the Starke County Fine Arts 
Commission, and he served on the Starke County 4-H Livestock Council for many years. He was active in the Purdue 
Ag Alumni Association as well as the Kappa Sigma Fraternity. 
 
Mat also dedicated a good deal of time to Ancilla College; he served on the Board of Directors for nine years and 
served on the Ancilla President’s Council. 
 
Mat was honored for his many years of service in 2003 when he received the Henry F. Schricker Award, which is given 
for "service before self". He also earned the Robert E. Hamilton Award in <<insert year>>, the first year it was given. 
This honor is given by the Starke County Economic Development Foundation to a person who has made great 
contributions to the field of economic development as well as to the community as a whole. 
 
Marilyn has been a member of the Tri Kappa sorority for 53 years and has served as every officer except treasurer. 
She was also on the Culver School Board for 10 years. She and Mat were both on the Knox School Reorganization 
Committee for four years each. Marilyn has been very involved in the Daughters of the American Revolution, and she 
was in a Home Demonstration Club in her township for about ten years. In addition, she was a 4-H leader for twenty 
years until she went back to school to earn her Master's degree. She formed the 4-H Horse and Pony Club after her 
children became interested in riding horses.  
 
Outside of community involvement, Marilyn enjoys gardening, reading, playing bridge, painting, and sculpting. Mat 
enjoyed photography, and they both have a passion for traveling. They have traveled around South America on a 54-
day-trip, and they took a 67-day around-the-world cruise. They also loved traveling to the cascading waterfalls in 
Croatia, to Venice, to the tropical rain forest in Cannes, to the Costa del Sol on the Mediterranean in Spain, to Bantry 
Bay in Ireland in October, and to Sidney, Australia, where they took an excursion to Uluru to see Ayers Rock, a World 
Heritage site, and witness the red, orange, brown, and crimson colors of both sunrise and sunset. 
 
No matter where they have traveled, their home in Starke County has remained very close to their hearts. They 
particularly love living by Bass Lake. When asked what he loves most about Starke County, Mat said, "The Lake has a 
lot to do with what we enjoy here. I think the fact that these organizations that we have been involved in exist and do 
a lot of good in the community . . . . I think that that's a big asset." 
 
Mat and Marilyn have supported the community they love through the Ancilla/SCILL Center Fund and The Mat and 
Marilyn Swanson Family Fund, which they established through the Community Foundation.   
Mat said of his involvement in the Economic Development Foundation and the Community Foundation, "You can see 
where you're doing some good in the community, and that's very satisfying." 


