
 
 

John and Audrey McElheny were born in Peru, Indiana 

in the late 1920s. They graduated from Peru High 

School in 1946 and then married in 1948. The couple 

was inseparable. Their unique passions complimented 

each other perfectly. People considered them a 

package deal for their entire lives. Together, they had 

two daughters, Debbie and Dianne, and stayed in 

Peru, the city they loved, for their entire lifespan.  

John began his career as a farmer on inherited land 

but soon realized his passion lay in teaching. He 

started teaching at Maconaquah and then Peru High 

School. He taught English Composition, Spanish, 

coached football and golf, and even became 

Department Head for the Guidance Department. He 

also started the first beloved Pow Wow variety show 

at Maconaquah High School. His devotion to his 

students made lasting impacts on each person he 

interacted with. Even at his funeral, previous students 

spoke of his enduring impact on their lives.  

Audrey’s passion lay with teaching as well. Although, 

instead of English or Spanish, she taught the arts. Her devotion to music went unmatched and her 

students gained not only knowledge about music, but a sense of passion and pride for the arts as 

well. She planned many events in the community and was very invested in helping Miami County 

grow in the arts. She believed that music could make a lasting difference on everyone. Audrey saw 

such talent in the community and devoted her life to helping it flourish.  

The couple spent their limited free time attending Wabash College events, Peru Country Club, and 

planning community events of their own. Together, they made such a difference in so many 

people’s lives. When interviewed, Debbie and Diane shared many stories about their parents. 

However, their favorite memory was their parent’s 50th anniversary party where lots of love, 

memories, and appreciation were shared among friends, family, and the community. It was a day 

they will never forget. The balance of the couple’s passions helped students of all areas succeed 

and learn about the meaning behind music and education. To the McElheny’s music and education 

weren’t just hobbies, they were a way of life. Now their legacy will live on through this 

scholarship. 


