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2019 Women's Giving Circle Grant 
Cover Form 

Name of Group or Organization: Junior Achievement serving Fulton County 

Contact Name: Beth Miller 

Address: 8793 S 125 E 

PO Box 283 

Rochester, IN 46975 

Telephone: 57 4-551-4698 Fax: ________________ _ 

E-Mail Address: beth.miller@ja.org 

Print or type the name of the program, as it would appear on the award: 

JA BizTown, Fulton County, 2019-2020 

Dollar amount requested _$_1_,_8_5_0 _______________________ _ 

All Entries Must Include: 
✓ Cover Form 
✓ Grant Application 
✓ Project Summary 
✓ Budget Summary 
✓ Supplemental Materials (if applicable) 
✓ Profit and Loss Report for the organization (if applicable) 
__ Verification of Charitable Use of Funds (if applicable - page 6) 

Important Dates: 
Application Deadline: Monday April 1, 2019 by 4:30 p.m. 
Award winners will be announced at the Fulton County Women's Giving Circle annual event. Date TBD. 

Send Your Submissions To: 
NICF 
ATTN: Corinne Becknell Lucas, Associate Director 

P.O. Box 807 
Rochester, IN 46975 
FAX 574.224.3709 

All entries must be in the Community Foundation office by 4:30 p.m. on Monday April 1, 2019. 
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2019 Women's Giving Circle Grant Application 

1. Please state the mission of your group or organization? 

At Junior Achievement (JA) serving Fulton, we are committed to preparing area youth to 
become productive members of society and to succeed in the global economy. JA programs 
-in the core content areas of work readiness, entrepreneurship, and financial literacy
empower young people to build better futures for themselves and their communities. Each 
year across Fulton County, we reach more than 500 kindergarten through high school 
students. 

JA serving Fulton is one of 30 counties served by Junior Achievement of Northern Indiana 
(JANI). This organ izational model creates numerous operating efficiencies, as JANI partially 
subsidizes the cost of our programming and provides Fulton County with accounting, 
marketing, and staff training services as well as access to the JA Biz Town and JA Finance Park 
capstone spaces. However, at JA serving Van Wert, we are responsible for scheduling local 
programming, recruiting and training volunteers, and securing funning for area classes. We 
are supported by a local board of directors, which helps guide the direction of our 
organization, establish a yearly budget, and plan fundraising events. 

2. How has your group, organization or project impacted Fulton County? Or, if you are a new group, 
organization, project, or individual, what kind of impact do you anticipate having on our community? 

Our JA programs, in the core content areas of work readiness, entrepreneurship, and 
financial literacy, empower young men and women to build better futures for themselves 
and their communities. Most of the students we serve participate in our in-school programs. 
The lessons are delivered in classrooms over the course of several weeks by trained 
community volunteers. Each JA program includes hands-on activities, classroom 
discussions, and e-learning-all carefully tailored to match the interests and ability levels of 
students at each grade level. In addition to in-school programs, we can also offer two 
unique capstone experiences, JA Biz Town (the program for which we are requesting 
funding) and JA Finance Park. Both programs begin with a series of teacher-taught 
classroom lessons and culminate in a one-day visit to one of our capstone facilities. 

Each year, JA serving Fulton partners with educators at Rochester Community Schools and 
Caston School Corporation to bring JA programs to over 500 kindergarten through high 
school students. We reach students regardless of race, color, religion, age, gender, national 
origin, ancestry, or disability. Every child in a participating school can benefit from JA's 
programming because there is no program fee, personal transportation cost, or other 
admission cost. 
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Project Summary 

What will your project accomplish in Fulton County and what are your plans for using the Grant 
should you receive one? 

In the 2018 Indiana Chamber of Commerce Employer Workforce Survey, responses from a wide 
variety of industries demonstrated increasing concerns about local talent. For example, more than 
half (51 %) of Hoosier employers have left jobs unfilled due to under-qualified candidates, and 
80% of Hoosier employers reported that filling their workforce is one of their biggest challenges. 
These employers are increasingly reliant on technical occupations that require specific skills, 
professional certifications, and cross-sectional technical knowledge: attributes that many job 
candidates lack. Moreover, a large number of the candidates who are technically qualified for 
open positions still lack the soft skills necessary to be successful workers ( e.g. responsibility, 
work ethic, willingness to learn, etc.). 

To help solve this problem, we must take a multifaceted approach-one that includes doing a 
better job of offering work readiness programming to area youth. Soft skills are rarely explicitly 
taught in schools, and young people who are beginning to explore their future educational and 
career decisions are often left to their own searches to find direction in this complex process. 

That is why, with this request, we are seeking funding to support the launch of the inimitable JA 
BizTown® program in Fulton County for the upcoming 2019-2020 school year. JA BizTown 
allows participating students to explore their future career opportunities, develop and practice 
their soft skills, and experience participation in a working economy. 

Take a moment to imagine this bustling city: sales managers are creating merchandise displays, a 
restaurant is preparing for the lunch hour, insurance agents are processing claims, a reporter is 
interviewing local leaders, a personal trainer is conducting a health assessment survey, and a 
utility company employee is performing an energy audit. While this could easily be a description 
of Rochester, Akron, or almost any town in the country, it just so happens to be a description of 
JA BizTown! 

Located in Fort Wayne, the JA BizTown faci lity is a fully interactive, true-to-life simulation 
where students learn the fundamental relationship between what they learn in the classroom and 
adult life. Before visiting JA BizTown, students complete a teacher-taught classroom curriculum, 
which consists of twelve lessons divided into four units: 

1. Financial Literacy: This unit introduces students to bank services and practices that will 
help them be successful at JA BizTown and in life. Students begin to understand the basics 
of deposits, checks, and withdrawals, and they build on that knowledge to understand 
electronic banking and bankcards. 

2. Community and Economy: Students are introduced to the concept of the circular flow of 
money and goods in an economy. They will define basic economic concepts and discuss the 
impact of taxes and philanthropy. 

3. Work Readiness: In this unit, students learn how their interests and skills can lead to 
exciting jobs and careers. They will assess their interests and skills and have an opportunity 
to fill out a job application and experience the job interview process. 






















