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The Class of 1964 John McElheny Memorial Scholarship Fund  

The Maconaquah High School Class of 1964 is one that is 

not easily forgotten. As the very first graduating class, 

they went through the school’s transitions and 

ultimately gained a unique bond that they carry still 

today. This class helped to shape the history of the 

school, and the mark that they left is one that will 

continue to live on.  

Maconaquah High School was the result of a 

consolidation between Bunker Hill and Clay Township 

High Schools. Additionally, the student body had an 

ever-fluctuating demographic due to the local Grissom 

Air Reserve Base. Although many members of the class 

of 1964 had gone to school with one another for years 

and many of them had only known one another for a 

short time, the class was not segregated, but instead, they developed a close-knit unit of 

approximately 120 students by graduation.  

This closeness has not subsided throughout the years. The class gathers every first Monday of 

the month at Olive Garden to catch up, when they aren’t in Florida. Each March, they have a 

mini reunion in Punta Gorda, Florida during which they also catch up with the Class of 1965. 

They pride themselves on the strong ties they have kept with their classmates. 

They are also proud of the way in which they were able to help shape the culture of 

Maconaquah High School. As the first graduating class, they got to choose the mascot, the 

school colors, the school song, the name of the yearbook and school newsletter, and they also 

held the first Pow Wow! For the 50th anniversary of the Pow Wow, the class was invited back 

to the school in order to give an introduction. They shared pictures and memories from the 

very first Pow Wow variety talent show. 

The Pow Wow was developed by one of the class’s most beloved teachers, Mr. John McElheny 

and his wife, Audrey. Mr. McElheny was their senior English teacher, and he also taught 

Spanish and directed school plays. He was devoted to the class of 1964. 

“Over the years, he stuck with the class, and we stuck with him,” said Phyllis Agness, a 

member of the class of 1964. Phyllis stayed in touch with John McElheny and developed a very 

close friendship with him for many years.   

John and Audrey McElheny were very close with the entire class. Audrey, who gave private 

piano lessons, attended all of the high school events with her husband.  
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When Mr. McElheny passed away suddenly, members of the class of 1964 decided to start a 

scholarship in his honor. They believed that a class scholarship would be another way for 

them to preserve their legacy and to benefit future graduates of Maconaquah High School. 

They were also pleased to have the opportunity to commemorate a teacher who was very 

devoted to their class. The McElheny family was honored that this scholarship was established 

in John’s name. 

The class of 1964 decided to found this scholarship through the Miami County Community 

Foundation so that they could be sure that the scholarship will continue to support students 

not only now, but forever. Through this scholarship, the legacy that the class of 1964 started 

years ago will be everlasting. 

 

 


