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Fulton County Women’s Giving Circle 

When giving and community-minded individuals gather in fellowship with the common goal of 

supporting the community in which they live, the results can be amazing! The Fulton County 

Women’s Giving Circle (FCWGC) has been empowering Fulton County women since 2010 by providing 

them with the unique opportunity of pooling their contributions to support local charitable 

organizations. Together, their efforts improve the quality of life in Fulton County. 

Women’s Giving Circles are not unique to Fulton County. The Fulton County Community Foundation 

(FCCF) was aware of the widespread initiative. When the idea was brought up in a FCCF meeting, 

Judy Climie and Barb Lutterbein decided it was time to see if there were other women in the 

community interested in starting a Fulton County Women’s Giving Circle (FCWGC). The two women 

began to contact individuals who they believed might want to be a part of the cause.  

A steering committee was formed, and they soon sent formal invitations to their first organizational 

event, which was held in the fall of 2010. Over 100 women attended the event! There were twelve 

tables, and each table had $100 to give to a charitable organization of their choice, which came from 

a FCCF grant. The new FCWGC members were thrilled to already grant money to local philanthropic 

organizations.  

The FCWGC continues to support the community by collecting $120 in dues from each member. Half 

of the money is given in grants the same year, and half of the money is put into an endowment fund 

with the FCCF. The fund will ensure that FCWGC will have grant dollars to support the community 

forever. 

Each year, the grants committee meets to review applications. They select several organizations to 

give presentations for all of the members at their annual event. The women then vote for their 

favorite, which determines the dollar amount that each organization receives. Each finalist is 

awarded a grant. 

The FCWGC has supported many charitable organizations in Fulton County, such as Books Offer Our 

Kids Success (BOOKS), Fulton County Habitat for Humanity, Compassionate Health Center, the Henry 

Township Fire Dept., Kosciusko County Shelter for Abuse (which also services Fulton County 

residents), CASA, Fulton County Cancer Fund, and more. The FCWGC even helped to bring the 

Russian singing group, LYRA, to a local church for a community performance. 

They have also made many fun memories. Each year, they host musical entertainment for their 

annual event. The music performances range from more traditional artists to the rock and roll duo 

that they recently hosted. They’ve also been entertained by the local acoustic-oriented folk 

Americana group, Return to Normal. 

It is the hope of the organization that younger members will become involved so that they can pass 

on the value of philanthropy to the next generation. Through their endowment with the FCCF and 

the generosity of its members, the FCWGC can be sure that it will continue to improve the quality of 

life in Fulton County forever. 


