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The movement to establish a public 

library began in the Knox area in 1919 by a 
group of 76 people. They were diligent in 
their efforts, contacting the state library to 
get information on how to start their library, 
soliciting donations of books, and cataloguing 
and organizing the volumes they received. 
They named their first librarian, Miss Edith 
Beers, and opened the Henry F. Schricker 
Public Library on June 16, 1919, with an 
initial collection of 400 books.  

 
The library did continue to get 

donations, and they charged cardholders five 
cents a week to check out new books so that they could continue to purchase books and magazines 
for their collection. The donated books could be checked out for free. In 1919, the library had 637 
cardholders. It now has 12,703 Starke County resident cardholders, and another 1,189 non-resident 
cardholders.  

 
In 1919 the only service provided, other than checking out books and magazines, was a book 

mobile, which was started up for the Starke County area. The book mobile mainly went to Koontz 
Lake. Over the years, many other services and programs have been added.  

 
Today, classes and programs at the library are very popular and well-attended. There are 

educational classes on a wide variety of topics, such as historical events or family relations. There 
are regular crochet and knit classes, children story time, toddler story time, family story time, a 
home school program, technology classes, and many more.  

 
About a year ago, a documentary was also done about the Grand Kankakee Marsh, which used 

to cover the entire area. According to Library Director Sheila Urwiler, the documentary was about 
how the county used to be just swamp land, and how the farmland has been maintained since then. 
Urwiler said, "If you were to let it go, this would just become swamp land." The documentary also 
discussed the changes in animal and plant life in the area. About fifty people came to watch the 
documentary at the library's showing, and about 90 people came to hear the filmmakers speak. 

 
Over time, the library system has gone through many changes. The Henry F. Schricker Library 

was moved several times before finally settling at its current location.  Perhaps the biggest change 
that the library has undergone is the addition of the library branches. Branches were added in Koontz 
Lake and San Pierre in 1970 and then in Hamlet in 1980 in order to expand the service area. Another 
big change has been the explosion of technological advances. The library catalogue is available on 
the computer, and there are computers and Wi-Fi provided for public use.   
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Around two years ago, ebooks were also added to the available technology at the library. The 
popularity of ebooks has increased, and the circulation has risen. Urwiler, however, commented on 
the fact that the importance of physical books has not diminished: “When you look at the breadth of 
human history in book form… I don’t even know what small percentage is available online… I find 
that very interesting, and I think that that’s one thing that will keep libraries around for a long 
time." 

 
 
The library has been well supported by the community, including by the Starke County 

Community Foundation. On April 24, 1998, the Starke County Public Library System Endowment Fund 
was established in order to help sustain the library.  
  
 “The most important thing is that there’s so much community involvement,” said Urwiler. It 
was the community that established the library in the first place, and it is the community that 
supports it and helps it to flourish. 
 
 
 


