
 

The Elaine Cultice Bright Memorial Scholarship 
 

Elanie Cultice Bright made several educational and musical 
accomplishments during her life.  
 
Elaine was born on January 30, 1954. She was a graduate of 
Peru High School and co-Valedictorian of her 1971 
graduating class. Elaine was very active in her high school 
educational career with involvement in many clubs and 
organizations, including National Honor Society.  
 
A passion for music became evident in Elaine’s life as she 
became familiar with the piano. Her love for piano was only 
the beginning of a life full of music. As a musician, she 
participated in the “Belles,” a girl’s choral group, and Tri-M  
(Modern Music Masters). She was the choir librarian and the 
winner of The Arion Foundation Award, which is given to 
students with outstanding musical proficiency.  
 
After high school, Elaine graduated with cum laude honors 
from Indiana State University with a degree in accounting. 
Before graduating, she already had a job lined up at an industrial firm in Indianapolis. She 
met her husband, Bruce Bright, there in the Accounting Department. Bruce and Elaine were 
married in 1980 and spent 24 years with one another.  
 
When she was 33, Elaine began showing symptoms of Multiple Sclerosis. Bruce took care of 
her throughout her battle with the illness. Sadly, Elaine passed away in 2004 at the age of 
50.  

This scholarship benefits female students who 
graduated from Peru High School and attended 
the school for at least two years prior to 
graduation. These students must be active and 
involved in school, work, and the community, 
and they must display good citizenship and good 
academic accomplishments. The scholarship 
provides a $1,000 yearly award for the recipient 
for two years. 

 
 
 
 

Elaine Cultice Bright 
picture taken in 1999 

 

Elaine on her 
graduation day from 
PHS May 23, 1971 



So that Elaine will seem like more than a name and some $$$ help for 
college, I want to tell you a little bit about her. 
First I’ll mention that her father worked for what was then called 
Northern Indiana Public Service Company, now called NiSource ... or as 
it is known in Peru -- The Gas Company. Our moves were a result of his 
being transferred.  

Elaine was born January 30, 1954 in Michigan City and started 
kindergarten in South Bend when she was 5½. After a summer move, 
she started first grade in Gary. About six weeks later she was moved up 
to second grade. (!!!) In the spring in the midst of fourth grade we 
moved to Elkhart and then ... she started 7th grade in Peru. Of all 
things, at the start of school we stayed in a motel during the week and 
returned to Elkhart weekends until a house we had rented was 
available six weeks later. It was a stressful time for her because of not 
knowing anyone, plus the jump to junior high, never having eaten lunch 
at school before, etc. In spite of being on the shy and quiet side she got 
along okay.  

Luckily (because she was not overly ambitious) school work seemed to 
come easy for her. She always got good grades. As a 7th grader she 
was the Miami County spelling champion. She was eligible to enter in 
8th grade also but chose not to work that hard again! At graduation 
she and Emily Mills tied for valedictorian honors. Emily was a friend and fellow youth group member at Main 
Street United Methodist Church. 

Elaine was not athletic or one to spend a lot of time with outdoor activities. She enjoyed music, however, and 
played the piano -- even good enough to accompany the Belles one year. She was not in the band but played the 
glockenspiel with the circus band one year. Tom Gustin was a favorite teacher (wasn’t he everybody’s?) and he 
suggested she play that in order to get her involved. (He was so good that way.) 

Elaine’s brother Bob was two years younger but three years behind her in school (remember ... she skipped first 
grade) and graduated from Peru in 1974 and went to Rose-Human. He now lives in St. Joseph, Michigan. 

 At Indiana State University, Elaine headed for 
an accounting degree right from the beginning. 
Getting high marks was not a goal because she 
was tired of it from high school. (Did I mention 
her lack of ambition?) However, she did 
graduate cum laude and had a job lined up with 
an industry in Indianapolis before she 
graduated. 

She got her first car, an apartment in 
Indianapolis, and was on her own. Eventually 
she was transferred from one division to 
another and in the accounting department was 
a graduate of Ball State named Bruce Bright. 
She married Bruce in Peru on June 21, 1980 
when she was 26. 

She and Bruce had no children which was 
probably a good thing because of Elaine’s ensuing illness. She had her first symptoms of multiple sclerosis when 
she was 33. She continued working for about three years and then took a disability retirement when the 
company was doing some down-sizing. Bruce took full responsibility for her care even when she was bedridden 
the last few years. We moved to a retirement facility in Indianapolis in 2000 to be closer to them. Bruce only 
asked for help when he was going to be out of town. Elaine died April 10, 2004 (the day before Easter) at age 50. 

I hope that this has given give you some insight to Elaine as an individual.  

Written by Elaine’s mom, Jo Cultice with approval of her dad, Hal.

Hal and Jo Cultice 

Hal & Jo with the 2007 recipient of the scholarship Abigail Jackson 







Elaine Cultice’s Senior Skirt – Peru High School class of 1971 

(Donated to the Miami County Museum on June 11 , 2005) 
 
The skirt was made by her mother, Jo, and the painting was done by Dorothy Range. (Dorothy worked for a Peru 
optometrist, Dr. Raymond Hopper Sr. for many years and was known for her ability to fit glasses.) 
 
The "E. C. Come" and "E. C. Go" on the front and back of the skirt was a play on the expression "easy come, 
easy go" using Elaine's initials. 
 
The two autographs, Jim Noble and Tom Gustin, are those of teachers in the music department. 
Jim Noble was the Director of music for the Peru Community Schools. Tom Gustin was his assistant, the music 
director at the Junior High, and the band director for the elementary schools. 
 
The first names around the bottom of the skirt were 
Elaine's friends. 

Diane McKinley 
Mona Nelson 
Kathy Bean 
Ann Mooney 
Vickie Fitzgerald 
Dick Phillipy 
Emily Mills 
Judy Eddings 
Suzy Hartz 
"Fritp” Marilyn Fritz 
Kathy Kennedy 
Lisa Howey 
 
The cheerleaders were: 

Gwen Jackson 
Carolyn Miller 
Sharon Olson 
Anne Malon 
Nancy Wells 
Toni Ashbrook 
 
The basketball players were: 

John Garrett 
"Buff' John Buffington 
"Bart" Brent Bartholomew 
Mike Maple 
Jeff Drinkard 
Brent Touloukian 
Marvin Johnson 
Greg Morris 
"Binks" Biddle 
Rick Watson 

 
The football players were: 

Ron Mullett 
Monte Talmadge 
John Ballard 
Jeep Langer 
Herbie Salaz 
Bill Anderson 
Rick Brindle 
"Buff' John Buffington 
Tim Murphy 
Eric Skinner 

 
Groups/Events: 
"Belles" was the girls choral group 
"Tri-M" stood for "Modern Music Masters." 
"Spring Spec" - Spring Spectacular, annual musical 
program involving the various groups 
"Greenroom Cue Players" - the drama club 
"Rodeo" - talent show held in November 
Cheerblock 
French Club 
National Honor Society 
National Merit Semi-Finalist 
Choir 
 
The two faces with pointed heads were the "Peppy Flame" 
symbol of the Gas Company 
(Northern Indiana Public Service Co.) where Elaine's 
father, Hal, worked. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



              
              
              

On the left Elaine at Age 16. Peru High School Senior to be!    On the right is Elaine’s graduation day from PHS May 23, 1971 



    
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


