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Suzanne and Richard Belcher Fund  
 
Suzanne and Richard “Dick” Belcher each grew up on farms in 
small Indiana towns. Neither came from wealth, but each 
strongly believed that to whom much is given, much is expected. 
So as Dick’s business grew, they continued to generously give 
both monetarily and through their love and service to the 
community.  
 
The two met at Purdue University. When Dick graduated, he was 
commissioned as a Second Lieutenant in the Artillery. He was 
stationed in Kentucky when Suzanne graduated from Purdue. She 
joined him there, and they were married on August 11, 1957.  
 
After being convinced by a friend, Dick opened The First Federal 
Savings Bank in the back room of a grocery store in Rochester. At the time, he had no idea how his 
business would grow. Though he has had much success, he still maintains his humble demeanor. 
Before direct deposit existed, he insisted on delivering checks to each employee personally so that 
he could talk with them and hear about what was going on in their lives. Now, he goes to a local 
grocery store to pick up healthy snacks, and he hand-delivers them to employees every other Friday. 
 
Suzanne and Dick went well together. She was an introvert, and Dick continues to broadcast on the 
radio. Though she was quiet, she had a big heart, and was quick to care about and support 
community projects, such as the Fulton County Community Foundation (FCCF) Preschool Project. She 
cared about children and had taught speech and hearing before retiring. 
 
Suzanne also loved birdwatching. Her aunt had given her a book about birds when she was in 
elementary school. As an adult, she even traveled to places around the world to go birdwatching. 
 
Dick and Suzanne were married 57 years. They had three children, Dan, Cindy, and Nancy, and seven 
grandchildren. Sadly, Suzanne passed away in 2014 of colon cancer. She is lovingly remembered for 
her kind and generous spirit.  
 
Helping the environment, as well as the community, has always been important to both Dick and 
Suzanne. Today, Dick owns the only bank in the state of Indiana that is entirely green. It is located in 
Mishawaka, IN. He has also funded LEED certified projects for various other buildings in Northern 
Indiana. 
 
The couple have always been very active in the community and have shown their appreciation by 
giving to causes they cared about. In addition to supporting the FCCF Preschool Project, Suzanne was 
also very interested in sponsoring a chair at Purdue University, which they did.  
 
They have also set up various funds with the SCCF. When their granddaughter, Katie, passed away 
from Tay-Sachs disease at a young age, the couple decided to start a fund in her memory. The 
Katherine J. Belcher Fund was created in 1998 with the purpose of supporting various charitable 
purposes in the community. 
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In 2008, the couple decided to start another fund in Katie’s memory, the Katherine J. Belcher Fund 
for the Benefit of the Fulton County Public Library. Since Katie was so young when she passed, and 
Suzanne had worked with children for many years and was on the Fulton County Public Library Board, 
it was an easy decision to put the money toward the children’s section of the library.  

 
The Belchers also started the Suzanne and Richard Belcher Fund in 2010, The First Federal Savings 
Bank Fund, and the First Federal Savings Bank Unrestricted Fund, all of which support various 
charitable purposes in the community. 
 
When Suzanne passed away, friends and family of Suzanne established the Suzanne J. Belcher 
Community Fund in her honor. 
 
Dick and Suzanne felt that they always had great support from the community, and they wanted to 
return the favor. “Leave the earth a little better than you found it,” is a quote that Dick continues to 
live by and that Suzanne certainly achieved. 


