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The Starke County Humane Society 
Fund 
 
Since 1980, the Starke County Humane Society 
has been a refuge for furry friends in need of a 
new home. This non-profit organization, 
located on Highway 10 just east of North 
Judson, Indiana, operates solely on generous 
donations, adoption fees, fundraisers, and 
community support. 
 
Suzanne Crider was the organization's director 
from 1990 until 2014. Shanna Lloyd took over 
the position in 2014. Pictures of pets cover nearly every available square inch of the walls, and the office 
pets roam freely around the room. 
 
"We are the only place in the county where people can take unwanted pets for any reason, and we try to 
find them a home or reunite them with owners," Crider said. 
 
The shelter houses a steady stream of animals year round. More than 2,400 cats, dogs, and other pets, 
within and outside of the Starke County border, find a temporary home at the shelter each year. 
 
"If [the shelter] wasn’t highly valued by the community, I do not think we would be here anymore," Crider 
said. 
 
One of the shelter's adopted dogs, a German shepherd, repaid the favor to its new owners by alerting 
them of a house fire, which may have saved their lives. Crider said that if the dog hadn’t alerted them, 
they may not have woken up in time. 
 
"It just never ceases to amaze me what the animals give back to the people they care about," Crider said. 
 
Since 1998, the Humane Society has benefited from their fund and other supporting funds that are 
established with the Community Foundation and provide money for vaccines, equipment, and operating 
expenses.  
 
Crider said, "You would be amazed to see some of the people that walk in and just hand you a couple of 
dollars and say, 'This is all I have, but I am happy to share it with you.' I think we are more blessed than 
we realize." 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


