
 

Sgt. Major Jeffrey A. McLochlin Fund 

Rochester native, Sergeant Major Jeffrey 

Allen McLochlin, served both our 

community and our nation.  

Jeffery took a leave of absence as a police 

officer to fight with the Army National 

Guard in the War on Terror. He made the 

ultimate sacrifice defending his country in 

Afghanistan. His service in both the 

United States Army and the Army National 

Guard earned him many military awards 

and decorations. His service to his 

community and his love of friends and 

family earned him a legacy.  

Through the generosity of many 

compassionate community members, the 

Sgt. Major Jeffrey A. McLochlin Fund was 

created to celebrate his life and honor his 

memory.   

The following article was written by Chris Gautz, Tribune Staff Writer  

ROCHESTER -- Jeffery McLochlin was a soldier, a police officer, an All-American, a brother, a husband 

and, most importantly, a father.  

Those who knew him in all his roles gathered at his country home in Rochester Thursday to celebrate 

his life and to console each other.  

McLochlin, 45, was killed Thursday morning in Afghanistan by small arms fire.  

His patrol was engaged by an anti-government element of unknown size, according to a military report 

the family was given.  

Nicholle McLochlin said her husband was going to retire soon from the Indiana National Guard and 

would have been eligible to do so in December of 07'.  

"Leaving his kids was just getting too hard," she said.  

Nicholle McLochlin recalled her 230-pound, 6 foot 2 inch husband sitting down for tea partys with his 

5-year-old daughter, Kennedy.  

McLochlin was in the midst of his second tour of duty overseas since joining the Plymouth Police 

Department in 1999. Plymouth Police Chief Jim Cox described McLochlin as "a silent leader" on the 

force.  

At a news conference Thursday, Cox said his officers admired McLochlin because of his military 

experience.  

This picture was taken of Jeff and Connor on November 15,2004 by 
an Indianapolis Star photographer. This was their first embrace after 
nearly a year long deployment. 
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"He didn't have to say anything, the officers just looked up to him," Cox said.  

Due to his military background, he said, everyone respected him on the range and was impressed by 

his defensive tactics training.  

"Nobody wanted to be his partner," Cox said, because of his skills and his abilities. "He just knew so 

much more than everybody else."  

In March 2005, McLochlin was honored for his service by Plymouth Mayor Gary Cook at a Common 

Council meeting.  

McLochlin spent much of 2004 in Bosnia-Herzegovina as part of a NATO peacekeeping mission.  

At that meeting, Cook called McLochlin a "shining example of a true American."  

On his most recent tour in Afghanistan, McLochlin left with Company B 2nd Battalion 152nd 

Mechanized Infantry with the Indiana National Guard.  

McLochlins sister, Andrea Marrs of Culver, said McLochlin would call his wife most days every morning 

and night from Afghanistan, but in June he volunteered to go to a more dangerous base near the 

Pakistan border and could call only once a week or so, due to phone lines being down constantly. 

Marrs said he was part of a forward operating base and took part in Operation Mountain Thrust.  

Marrs said her brother had declined a promotion from first sergeant to sergeant major in the past 

because it would have meant he couldn't serve with his men in the field anymore.  

On Thursday afternoon, Nicholle McLochlin received word that her husband was posthumously 

promoted to sergeant major.  

"If it weren't for men like him, we wouldn't have our freedom," Nicholle McLochlin said. "He was the 

heart and soul of my future." 

McLochlin graduated from Rochester High School in 1979 and was an All-American middle linebacker at 

Wabash College in the early 1980s.  

After college, he served as a U.S. Army Ranger for four years before joining the National Guard.  

He then worked for the Rochester Police Department before moving to the Plymouth force.  

Cox said McLochlin was a private man and kept to himself for the most part while he was on the job.  

Nicholle McLochlin said that wasn't the case when he was at home.  

"He was the life of the party," she said. "If he was here, we were having fun."  

Jeff and Nicholle McLochlin were married for nearly ten years and have three children, Darby, 16; 

Connor, 8; and Kennedy, 5.  

Marrs said her brother truly believed in his mission, loved being a soldier and loved being with his 

men.  

"He would have written that ending for himself," she said. "We just wish it wouldn't have been when 

he was 45." 


