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Johnathan E.  Lambert Memorial Fund 
 
Johnathan Edward Lambert was born on November 16, 1981, and from early childhood, he 
had a passion for farming and for the outdoors.  As a serious, perceptive child, it quickly 
became clear to Johnathan’s parents, David and Katheryn Lambert, that their eldest child 
was unlike other children. 
 
As a toddler, Johnathan’s attention was drawn to what was happening around the Lambert 
farm, located a few miles south of North Judson, Indiana. Kathy and Dave remember how he 
would look out of the windows of their farmhouse at the surrounding fields and name which 
family member was driving the tractor. 
 
“If you put him down for a nap, and he heard a tractor, he’d be up instantly,” Kathy says. 
“The nap was over.” 
 
As soon as he was old enough, he spent every minute he could outdoors. Whether it was on a 
tractor with his dad or shooting the BB gun he received as a gift when he was five or six, “he 
was always outside,” Kathy remembers, and he was always with his constant companion, 
Spot, his Border Collie mix. 
 
“He was a little man,” Dave fondly remembers. “He was a little, grown-up person.” 
 
By the time he was 10 years old, he was trapping, hunting, and fishing. After a successful 
afternoon, he’d bring home his prize for Kathy to cook for the family to enjoy. Dave and 
Kathy remember one particular time when Johnathan brought home squirrels for dinner, 
which they wrapped in bacon and grilled. 
 
He wanted to live his life outdoors. During the school year, he’d come from school, and it 
wouldn’t take him more than two minutes to change out of his school clothes and to be in the 
fields. Even when he wasn’t outside, Johnathan was thinking about the farm.  
 
At one point, he created a model farm using craft supplies, which he assembled on his 
bedroom floor, stapling paper roads to his bedroom rug to keep them in place and creating 
pivot and watering systems out of drinking straws.  
 
“He was all business and all about the farm,” Dave remembers. 
 
Johnathan was the kind of child who set goals and accomplished them. This was evident when 
he was just six and began playing Little League baseball. Selected as pitcher, Johnathan 
worked on the technical points of pitching until he could put the ball where he wanted it, 
Dave says. He pitched until he was 12, when Johnathan decided not to continue on into the 
Senior League. He decided that “baseball took too much time away from his farming,” Kathy 
remembers. 
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Johnathan did continue to play basketball for St. Peter’s Lutheran School, the school he had 
attended since kindergarten and where he had played basketball since the 4th grade. His 
parents and coach fondly remember the game in which he made the game-winning shot in the 
8th grade during a tournament in Lafayette; it was an exciting day for the small, parochial 
school.  
 
After completing his 8th grade year at St. Peter’s, Johnathan continued his education at the 
North Judson-San Pierre High School. It was during his freshman year that he became ill, but 
even through his illness, it was his love of his home and of the outdoors that gave him 
strength. He told his doctors, “Let me go home; I’ll get better at home.” 
 
Admiring Johnathan's passion and motivation, his doctors allowed him to return home earlier 
than expected. He was determined to do everything he did before his illness, and his doctors 
were amazed that Johnathan was soon back on his four-wheeler, proving he had the strength 
to operate it so that he could have the new four-wheeler he so badly wanted.  
 
He shocked his doctors by recovering enough to drive his tractor and to hunt and fish, which 
he did nearly every other day. He was also able to get his driver’s license when he turned 16, 
which was very important to him. Johnathan continued to fish, hunt, and to be outdoors on 
the farm he loved so much until he passed away in February of 1998.  
 
“If anyone could have beat it, I think he would have been the one,” Kathy says. “But there 
were other plans [for him].” 
 
When Dave and Kathy were approached by a representative of the Community Foundation, 
they decided to start two funds in honor of their son. In 1998, they established the Johnathan 
Edward Lambert Endowment Fund, which supports the St. Peter Lutheran School Endowment 
Fund, and the Johnathan E.  Lambert Memorial Fund that directly benefits St. Peter Lutheran 
School. 


