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The Jack Lynch Family Scholarship Fund 

Jack and Peggy Lynch met at the Starke County Airport in 
1945 when it was located where the Knox Mall is today. 
Peggy lived on a farm near Bruce Lake, and Jack was 
taking flying lessons from Peggy's sister-in-law.  

They were introduced to one another, and in 1946, they 
were married at Bruce Lake. They have three children, 
Kathy Clees of Knox, Donald Lynch of Puerto Vallarta, 
Mexico, and Murna Ann Lyndsey of Rockford, Illinois.  

Early in their marriage, Jack served in the Navy, and they therefore moved several times before finally 
setting in Elkhart as business owners. In 1973, they retired to Bass Lake. Jack had family in both Bass 
Lake and Knox. 

Kathy said of her parents, "They were always involved in supporting the local community and talked 
about attracting and keeping talented people here." 

Jack was the first board member selected for the Starke County Economic Development Foundation 
(SCEDF), and he continued to serve for twenty-three years in order to bring business and industry to 
the county. In order to honor his many years of service, the SCEDF awarded him the Robert E. Hamilton 
Award in 2011.  

Jack said, “I retired at 45 years old and came down here. Robert Hamilton and I took basically the 
whole county on as a challenge. Anybody I knew I asked them to help us. I got help from everybody – 
the whole county. It was really a big deal." 

In 2014, the Lynch family established an endowed scholarship fund at Ancilla College in Donaldson, 
Indiana, in order to support non-traditional students seeking to further their education at Ancilla 
College. This scholarship has been supported by his family as well.  

Kathy said, “We want to support Ancilla’s efforts to reach adults, veterans and others who fall into the 
‘non-traditional’ category of student. You don’t have to be a teenager to go to college. We know that 
Ancilla works with adults, military veterans, and people who started a college degree but had to stop. 
We want to support people who want to come back to school. We hope people take advantage of 
having the college right here in the community." 

Jack also believed in the importance of the Starke County Community Foundation and the good that it 
does for the community. In October of 2008, Jack established the Jack Lynch Family Fund with the 
Northern Indiana Community Foundation in order to support its operations. Through this fund, Jack will 
forever support the sustainability of the Community Foundation, which will have an immeasurable 
impact on Starke County. 
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