
 

In Remembrance of Jim Hardesty 

June 6, 2014 - James Hardesty, a life-long farmer and resident of 

Hamlet as well as a world-traveler and an exceptionally generous 

citizen of Starke County, passed away on Saturday, May 24, 2014. 

He was 92 years old. 

Jim served in the Army during World War II after graduating from 

Purdue University with a degree in Agricultural Economics. Upon 

returning to the United States, he continued farming and giving 

back to the community, beginning a legacy that would impact 

Starke County beyond measure.  

He was a founder of the Starke County Community Foundation, 

and fellow-founder Barbara McLaughlin said, "Without Jim 

Hardesty, there would be no Community Foundation." Jim 

established the Ancilla College Endowment in 1997 and the 

Hardesty Memorial Endowment in 2005 at the Community 

Foundation.  

Near the end of his life, he chose to anonymously donate $1 million to Ancilla College and another $1 

million to his endowment fund at the Community Foundation, increasing the value of the fund to 

more than $2 million. His fund alone will generate more than $80,000 in grant money each year 

forever. Investment returns will continue the growth of the fund, and therefore increase the grant 

dollars that will support Jim’s favorite charitable organizations in perpetuity.  

In total, Jim’s lifetime of gifts are the largest from a single donor in any of the three counties that 

the Northern Indiana Community Foundation serves. 

"To say that Jim Hardesty was a vital contributor to the 

Starke County Community Foundation is a vast 

understatement," said Sarah Origer, Director of 

Development for the SCCF. "No words can express the 

immeasurable impact that Jim Hardesty's legacy will 

have on our community in the years to come." 

 Jim was born in Hamlet on January 29, 1922 to 

Raymond and Anna Hardesty. Until the very last few 

months of his life, he continued to live on the farm that 

his grandfather bought in 1895. He believed that he and 

his brother were probably both born there in the house 

where he lived. In a time when things were rough, Jim and his brother were raised to know the value 

of work, feeding chickens and taking care of farm chores. "We were farm kids," Jim recalled in an 

interview in 2013. "Just little farm kids dressed in overalls."  

A five-year-old Jim Hardesty feeding turkeys and chickens on his 
parents’ farm. 
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When serving in the Army overseas, he had many 

unforgettable experiences and was able to see much of 

Europe. He returned to Europe several times since 

then, and the last time was just six or seven years ago. 

Upon returning to the United States in 1945, he 

returned to his family farm and went to work for his 

dad, eventually taking over the family business. The 

farm, on which Jim spent his life, as well as his 

community, were very important and dear to him. Jim 

was always active in his community. "I thought you had 

to do something," he said. 

He served as a leader of the 4-H Blue Ribbon Club. He 

also served for a long time on the Starke County Co-Op Board and then the State Co-Op Board. He 

was on the Davis Township Advisory Board for twenty years. His grandfather was among the first 

directors of the Hamlet State Bank in 1904, which at the time was under a different title and which 

has since been bought by First Source Bank. Jim also served on the board of First Source for some 

time. 

Jim had many other interests, including traveling and writing. He wrote his family history and his 

Army story. He also wrote a history of Hamlet and The History of the Starke County Courthouse, 

which was published in 1997. He was interviewed for the Library of Congress' Oral History Project, 

and he did several local interviews, such as one about his Army story for WKVI.com and Generations 

the Magazine. 

One story of which he was very fond is the one he wrote 

about his journey to the Kentucky Derby. He remembered 

saying, "Jeez... I've been in London, I've been in Paris, I've 

been in Rome. I've been in Kuala Lumpur and Ogunquit. But I 

ain't never been to the Derby." Finally, he got his chance, and 

it was an experience he would never forget. 

Perhaps one of Jim's deepest passions, however, was 

benefitting his beloved community in every way he could. He 

actively participated in raising funds for the Starke County 

Community Foundation, and he served on the board from its 

inception until 2008. He served as the Chairman of the 

Foundation’s Lilly Scholarship Committee for many years. He 

also served on the Board of the Northern Indiana Community 

Foundation for many years, and on its Finance Committee 

from its inception until 2013. In addition to these 

contributions of his time, he also established his two 

permanent endowment funds which will endlessly benefit 

causes in Starke County that were dear to him. 

He was particularly a strong supporter and advocate for Ancilla College. He first became involved 

with Ancilla when he was invited to a dinner there and was asked if he wanted to become a trustee. 

He served two terms and later served for additional years. He then became a trustee emeritus for 

Marc Hardy of Michiana Public Television WNIT 
interviews Jim Hardesty   

Marc Hardy of Michiana Public Television WNIT interviews 
Jim Hardesty   



Copyright © 2018 Northern Indiana Community Foundation  

the school. "Ancilla College is certainly one of the most important things we've got going on around 

this community," Jim said. "I just want them to prosper." 

Jim's life of giving has made a significant impact on the community. He hoped that by establishing 

endowment funds which will benefit Starke County forever, others would be encouraged to establish 

funds of their own. 

"If you can't do a lot," he said, "do what you can do. Don't forget that." 

"Not many people in the world would do what Jim did," said Origer. "He worked hard for what he 

had, he lived modestly, and then he gave it all away. He was truly incredible."  

  

 


