
 

 

 
 
The Cunningham Memorial Fund 
 
Larry Cunningham, commonly known as “the man with the bowtie,” is known not only 
for his passion of learning, but also for his desire to spread that passion and share his 
knowledge with others. With the help of the Fulton County Community Foundation, 
Larry has been able to share that passion with his community. 
 
Larry grew up in Fulton County and attended Grass Creek High School. After  
graduating high school, Larry planned on working on his family’s farm. However, one 
day he received a letter from Allegheny College, in Meadville, Pennsylvania that 
changed his mind. 
 
The letter informed Larry that he had been accepted to start classes that fall. This 
was a big surprise to Larry because he hadn’t sent in an application! Larry later found 
out that his aunt and uncle had filled out and sent an application for him. After 
consulting his parents, Larry decided he should give college a try.  
 
Larry soon discovered that he enjoyed studying at Allegheny College. He majored in 
the classics, but later transferred to Valparaiso University after the program suddenly 
closed. After graduating from Valparaiso with a degree in history and philosophy, 
Larry planned on obtaining his Ph.D. at University of Virginia, but was persuaded by a 
professor to attend Indiana University and obtain a degree in Library Science. It was 
there that Larry discovered his passion. 
 
Larry worked as a librarian for 48 years, which allowed him to share his knowledge 
and passion for learning with others. He worked as an academic librarian for several 
years at DePauw University and then Indiana University Southeast. For a short time, 
he was also a librarian at an engine company. Eventually he found himself at the 
Fulton County Public Library, where he stayed until his retirement.  
 
Larry continues to encourage education in his community after his retirement. He 
remains active in his church, he is a Road Scholar, and he often speaks at the 
Unitarian Universalist Church in Kokomo. Larry’s main focus, however, is the Fulton 
County Community Foundation, where he has been a board member for many years. 
 
After being involved in the scholarship process with the FCCF, Larry noticed that 
many scholarships that were awarded were not rounded to the nearest dollar. To 
make the scholarship process easier, Larry chose to start his own fund with the 



 

 

Community Foundation that would round up other scholarships to the nearest dollar. 
Larry hopes that the fund will someday be able to round up scholarships even more. 


