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The Coach John Robert McKee Memorial Scholarship 
 
John Robert McKee, the oldest of seven children, was born in Rochester, Indiana and lived there his 
entire life. He graduated from Rochester High School (RHS) in 1971, where he played football and was a 
member of the wrestling team. After high school, John worked at Dana Corporation for 30 years before 
retiring from the company. He also served in the U.S. Army, was a member of United Auto Workers Local 
No. 221, and was a member of The First Christian Church. In 1973 he married his wife, Letty. They later 
had two sons, Jason and Matthew. 
 
He was widely known around the community for coaching the Rochester High School Zebras football team 
for 18 consecutive years, including the year his team went on to win the state championship in 1987. John 
was also the wrestling coach at RHS for 12 years. He loved being involved and coaching.  
 
He was also involved in the youth baseball league when his sons were young enough to play. The students 
and players John coached were always respectful of him, even those who were much bigger than he was. 
His dedication to the team was so great that he attended every game except for one when he was 
hospitalized due to a brain tumor. During this game, Coach Mckee couldn’t be there physically but 
listened intently on a telephone that was placed next to a radio. He was constantly focusing on his players 
and trying to make them better athletes. 
 
“I felt as though my dad was more interested in the kids and their performance than the results of the 
games,” Jason said. 
 
Sadly, Coach McKee passed away at age 49 after a long battle with cancer. Bill Roe, Letty’s brother, 
encouraged his family to start a scholarship fund in honor of the longtime Zebras coach. They established 
the Coach John Robert McKee Memorial Scholarship in 2002. They also created an annual wrestling 
tournament at RHS called the “Rochester John McKee Memorial Invitational.” Letty and the rest of the 
family work the concessions during this tournament, and all of the proceeds from the food and drink sales 
go toward the scholarship. 
 
“It is a wonderful way for my grandchildren to know who their grandfather was,” Letty said. 
 
Students who receive the scholarship must be graduates of Rochester High School who participated in 
football or wrestling while at RHS. They also must have attended high school in Indiana for at least 4 
years, demonstrate academic accomplishment, and be involved in other extracurricular activities 
throughout school, work, and the community. 
 
Letty said, “People always felt John was caring, fair, and truly wanted what was best for the kids, and I 
want that legacy to live on.” 


