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The Arlene Webb Cosmetology School Scholarship 

Arlene Webb was an excellent beautician who was known for exemplifying admirable qualities, such as 

kindness, patience, and affability. She was the owner of a small salon in Massachusetts before moving her 

family to Illinois, and then to Monticello, Indiana. Being a beautician gave her a sense of pride and 

independence. It also allowed her to practice business skills, which she later passed on to her children, Harry 

and Carol. She was greatly committed to being a skilled beautician and devoted mother. 

“No job was as important to her as it was to be a great mom,” Harry said. 

Arlene was very well-known around the Monticello community and loved the area. Her kindness towards 

every member of the community never ceased, and the care-free attitude she had throughout her life was 

cherished by everyone.  

“Harry and I as children made many one-way trips the wrong way while Mom was driving,” Carol said. “As 

everyone was honking Mom would just smile and wave. She just assumed they were being friendly.” 

One of Arlene’s favorite things to do in the summer was to take pontoon rides on Lake Manitou in Rochester. 

She was also very involved in her church. She was a member of the Presbyterian Women’s Group and 

Women’s Auxiliary in Monticello.  

Many people who knew Arlene remember her for the beautiful things that she knitted. Her creations were 

numerous and filled with bright colors. One of her most treasured pieces was a rug that she made for Harry 

with his pharmacies’ logo. Harry owns pharmacies both in Rochester and Akron.  

Being patriotic was very important to Arlene. Bruce Springsteen was her favorite musical artist, and she loved 

to watch fireworks. Her birthday was September 11, and she was very saddened by the attacks that occurred 

on that day in 2001. Every day afterward, she wore a jeweled American flag pin on her shirt.  

Arlene sadly passed away on August 14, 2002. Harry and Carol chose to take donations at the funeral to go 

towards starting a scholarship fund in Arlene’s honor. They wanted the scholarship to help residents of 

Fulton County who are pursuing a degree in cosmetology, the profession that Arlene loved so greatly. With 

help from the Fulton County Community Foundation, they created the Arlene Webb Cosmetology School 

Scholarship in 2011.  

“Our premise for this is to help someone who is in the same role she was,” Harry said. “It is to help them 

realize their dream, like my mom was able to realize hers.” 


