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The Northern Indiana Community Foundation, Inc. administers a scholarship program that each year 
helps local students pursue higher education. Over the years the Community Foundation has helped provide scholarships 
to many Starke County students. We hope to add you to our list of scholarship recipients! 

We hope to answer all your questions within these pages, but if you need additional assistance contact Corinne Becknell 
Lucas, Scholarship Coordinator for the Northern Indiana Community Foundation at 574.223.2227 or toll free at 
877.432.6423. You can also email questions to corinne@nicf.org. 
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Culver Community High School 
Ed Hasnerl/WKVI Scholarship 
Winifred J. Simpkins/Spirit of Nursing Scholarship 
Starke Memorial Hosp. Med. Staff Health Occ/Medical Ed. Scholarship 
 

Knox High School 
Helen and Ware Edgar Scholarship 
Ed Hasnerl/WKVI Scholarship 
Clarence Lawrence Memorial Scholarship 
Dorothy Johnson Shei Scholarship 
Winifred J. Simpkins/Spirit of Nursing Scholarship 
Starke Memorial Hosp. Med. Staff Health Occ/Medical Ed. Scholarship 
Christine and David VanVactor Scholarship 
Robert O. and Doris E. Winters Scholarship 
 

County Wide 
Catherine and Frank Alan Scholarship 
Ed Hasnerl/WKVI Scholarship 
Winifred J. Simpkins/Spirit of Nursing Scholarship 
Starke Memorial Hosp. Med. Staff Health Occ/Medical Ed. Scholarship 
Starke County Scholarship Foundation Fund 
 
 

 

 
North Judson – San Pierre High School 
Brooklyn A. Boo Scholarship 
LaVergne M. Brown and Lois L. Spenner Educational Scholarship 
The Cunningham Family Scholarship 
Helen and Ware Edgar Scholarship 
Richard H. Gumz Agricultural Scholarship 
Ed Hasnerl/WKVI Scholarship 
Nella Kersting Memorial Scholarship 
Clarence Lawrence Memorial Scholarship 
Ken Lucas Memorial Scholarship 
Megan Elytha Jean Sahlhoff Music Scholarship 
Winifred J. Simpkins/Spirit of Nursing Scholarship 
Starke Memorial Hosp. Med. Staff Health Occ/Medical Ed. Scholarship 
1897 Charley Vorm Memorial Scholarship 
 

Oregon Davis High School 
Helen and Ware Edgar Scholarship 
Ed Hasnerl/WKVI Scholarship 
Clarence Lawrence Memorial Scholarship 
Winifred J. Simpkins/Spirit of Nursing Scholarship 
Starke Memorial Hosp. Med. Staff Health Occ/Medical Ed. Scholarship 
Christine and David VanVactor Scholarship 

This section lists all the scholarships and the schools they are associated with. Please review the Scholarship 
Description and Criteria pages to confirm eligibility. 
 



Instructions for completing the application 
Application Deadline is Tuesday January 6th 2009. 

1. Review the Scholarship Fund Information and Qualification pages to see if you are eligible to 
apply for that specific scholarship. 

2. Applications should be typed or legibly printed in ink. 
3. Complete the Scholarship Cover Page and mark the boxes next to all of the scholarships for 

which you are applying. 
4. Attach all required documents. See the Scholarship Fund Information pages for required 

document list.  
5. Only one official school transcript is required. The Foundation will make additional copies as 
needed.  
6. Provide a quality wallet size photo with your name on the back of the photo. 
7. Letters of recommendation.   

• If you are applying for more than one scholarship, the same recommendations may be used, if 
appropriate. 

• Explain to the person(s) writing your recommendation(s) that they need to return the 
recommendation to you so you can submit it with your application. 

• Some scholarships require a letter from a specific person such as a coach or teacher. Please 
double check the requirements for each scholarship for which you are applying to make sure 
you have the correct recommendation for that scholarship.  

8. Scholarship Essay Questions  
• Submit your responses on a separate sheet of plain white paper.  
• If you are applying for more than one scholarship, use a separate sheet of paper for each 

scholarship essay or set of questions.  
• Include your name on the top left of the page and the name of the scholarship you are applying 

for on the top right of each page.  
9. Financial Information  

• You must complete both the College Costs Estimator for Dependent Students and the 
Authorization To Release Information sheet included in this application.  

o Seal the Estimator and Release Form in the provided envelope. Place your application, 
attachments and sealed College Costs Estimator documents in a yellow manila 
envelope. Put your name and contact information on the outside of the envelope.  If you 
do not have a manila envelope, please ask your High School Guidance Dept. for an 
envelope and one will be provided to you. 

10. Submit one original application and all required attachments. The NICF office will make all 
necessary copies.  

11. Do not use staples. Use only paper clips or clamps to attach your application materials to each 
other. Organize your application and all required materials. 

12. Place your application and attachments in a yellow manila envelope. Put your name and 
contact information on the outside of the envelope.  If you do not have a manila envelope, 
please ask your High School Guidance Dept. for an envelope and one will be provided to you.  

13. By the deadline, give the manila envelope that contains your wallet size photo, application cover 
page, completed application, transcript, release form and the College Costs Estimator and 
additional materials required to the guidance department of your high school. If you are a Non-
Traditional student or one who is already is college, university or trade school, please return the 
application to the Northern Indiana Community Foundation office at 715 Main Street, P.O, Box 
807, Rochester, IN 46975.  
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Catherine and Frank Alan Scholarship: Established in 1997 to provide support to Ancilla College 
for needy Starke County students. Please contact Ancilla College for more information about applying for this 
scholarship.  
 
Brooklyn A. Boo Scholarship: Brooklyn Boo was a student at North Judson San Pierre High School 
and was tragically killed in a car accident when she was 17 years old. She brightened the lives of those she met 
and is remembered as one who loved her family, friends and her school.  

Eligibility Requirements 
Current North Judson-San Pierre High School graduates who are pursuing an education in the medical field 
(examples of the medical field: Medical Schools, Anesthesiology, Chiropractics, Dental Care, Fitness & Exercise, 
Geriatrics & Aging, Gastroenterology, Hospice Care, Massage / Physical Therapy, Mental Health, Midwifery, 
Nursing, Pathology, Pharmacology & Pharmaceutics, Public Health, Radiation / Oncology, Sports Medicine, 
Transplantation,  Natural Sciences, Engineering, Veterinary Medicine, Medical and Pharmaceutical Sales). 

Applicants must have attended high school in Indiana for at least four (4) years and rank in at least the highest 
twenty percent (20%) of their graduating class and have a financial need.   

 

Please Make Sure the Following documents are completed and attached.  
 Application Information Part A  
 Application Information Part B 
 One Letter of Recommendation 
 Essay Question B 
 Complete both the College Costs Estimator for Dependent Students and the Authorization To Release 

Information sheet included in this application.  

LaVergne M. Brown and Lois L. Spenner Educational Scholarship: This scholarship 
was created in 2004 and honors the legacy of these two great women who valued education and the pursuit of 
excellence in teaching.  
 

Eligibility Requirements 
Those who apply must be graduating Seniors from North Judson-San Pierre High and pursing a degree in the 
field of education. Applicants must have attended high school in Indiana for at least four (4) years and plan to 
attend an Indiana college or university. Preference will be given to those pursuing a degree in Elementary 
Education. Applicant must also be active and involved in school, work and community. 

Please Make Sure the Following documents are completed and attached.  
 Application Information Part A 
 Application Information Part B 
 One Letter of Recommendation for a non-relative.  
 LaVergne M. Brown and Lois L. Spenner Educational Scholarship Essay Question 
 Complete both the College Costs Estimator for Dependent Students and the Authorization To Release 

Information sheet included in this application.  
 
The Jack and Michele Cunningham Family Scholarship: This scholarship provides at least 
$3,000.00 per year for four years of undergraduate study on a full-time basis, at any four year Indiana accredited 
public or private college or university.  This scholarship is for a student who may not necessarily be at the top of 
their high school class academically, but shows great promise as a college student and citizen.  
 

Eligibility Requirements 
Must be a graduating senior of North Judson-San Pierre High School and accepted into an accredited 4 year 
Indiana College or university. Specific criterion is as follows: 

1. Student must have attended North Judson-San Pierre High School for all four years leading to 
graduation. 

2. Must have a 3.33 – 2.33 grade point average (GPA) on a 4.0 scale. This equates to a student that has 
achieved grades from a B+ – C+.   

3. This scholarship provides to the recipient at least $3,000.00 per year for four years of undergraduate 
study on a full-time basis, at any 4 year Indiana accredited public or private college or university.  
a. The scholarship will be given to one new high school graduate per year.  

4. Recipients must be continually enrolled to maintain renewal eligibility.  
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The Jack and Michele Cunningham Family Scholarship….continued 
 
5. Recipients must submit a copy of their grades to the NICF Office immediately following the completion 

of each semester and must have a C or better grade average at the end of each college year. 
6. At the completion of each year, recipients must write a progress letter addressed to the selection 

committee to inform them of their progress and experiences. Letters are to be submitted to the NICF 
office. 

7. The following students are ineligible to apply: 
a. Students that are above a 3.33 GPA. 
b. 21st Century Scholars 
c. Students that have scholarships or scholarship packages which pay over half of their tuition costs.  

8. Complete a 300 – 400 word essay. Express a challenge you have faced, how you resolved the matter 
and what you learned from the experience.   

Please Make Sure the Following documents are completed and attached.  
 Application Information Part A 
 Application Information Part B 
 Cunningham Family Scholarship Essay question 
 Complete both the College Costs Estimator for Dependent Students and the Authorization To Release 

Information sheet included in this application.  
 
Helen and Ware Edgar Scholarship: The Helen and Ware Edgar Scholarship was established in 
1997 to provide support to Starke County graduates who plan to pursue a career in journalism. Ware Edgar 
purchased the Starke County Democrat, and with his wife Helen formed the Knox Publishing company in 1950. 
Through this company they acquired the Starke County Republican and The News. Both Helen and Edgar were 
very active in the community and were a major influence in the Indiana newspaper industry.  
 
 

Eligibility Requirements 
Must be graduating from any public high school in Starke County Indiana and plan to pursue a career in 
journalism, either print or electronic, at an accredited college or vocational program. Must have attended high 
school in Indiana for at least four (4) years, and be interested in the study of journalism (either print or electronic). 

Please Make Sure the Following documents are completed and attached. 
 Application Information Part A 
 Application Information Part B 
 Essay question C 
 Complete both the College Costs Estimator for Dependent Students and the Authorization To Release 

Information sheet included in this application.  
 
Richard H. Gumz Agricultural Scholarship: The Richard Gumz Agricultural Scholarship was 
established by his family to benefit graduates of North Judson-San Pierre High School who are pursuing a career 
in agriculture. This scholarship honors the legacy of Richard Gumz and his never ending quest for advanced 
farming techniques 

Eligibility Requirements 
Graduating seniors of North Judson-San Pierre High School, attended high school in Indiana for at least four 
years and enrolled at Purdue University in either a trade school program, a short or a full baccalaureate course of 
study in an agricultural or related field of study. Must be active and involved in school, work and community. 

Please Make Sure the Following document is completed and attached.  
 Application Information Part A 
 Application Information Part B 
 Essay question B 
 Complete both the College Costs Estimator for Dependent Students and the Authorization To Release 

Information sheet included in this application.  
 



 

 2009 Starke County Community Foundation scholarship application - page 6 

Ed Hasnerl/WKVI Scholarship: The unmistakable voice of Ed Hasnerl speaks to us “of many things” 
everyday on our radio. Ed and the entire WKVI staff support students who are interested in the study of 
communications or media related subjects through this scholarship.  

Eligibility Requirements 
Applicants must be a graduating high school senior who is a Starke County resident. Applicants must also have a 
“C” average or above and express an interest in the study of communications and/or media-related subjects.   

Please Make Sure the Following document is completed and attached.  
 Application Information Part A 
 Application Information Part B 
 One Letter of Recommendation from your High School principal or faculty advisor. 
 Ed Hasnerl/WKVI Scholarship Essay Question 
 Complete both the College Costs Estimator for Dependent Students and the Authorization To Release 

Information sheet included in this application.  
 
Nella Kersting Memorial Scholarship: Nella Kersing was a beloved wife and mother. Along with her 
husband Jim, they established Kersting's Cycle Center in North Judson, Indiana.  

Eligibility Requirements 
Qualified students must be graduating from North Judson-San Pierre High School and likely to succeed as 
college, university, trade or vocational school students. Must have attended North Judson-San Pierre high school 
for at least three years prior to high school graduation. Preference will be given to those applicants who plan to 
pursue a degree in the arts, but all students are encouraged to apply. Students must be active and involved in 
school, work, and community; display good citizenship, display good artistic accomplishments and have at least a 
3.0 GPA (B or higher) on a 4.0 scale.  

Please Make Sure the Following document is completed and attached.  
 Application Information Part A 
 Application Information Part B 
 Essay question A 
 Complete both the College Costs Estimator for Dependent Students and the Authorization To Release 

Information sheet included in this application.  
 

Clarence Lawrence Memorial Scholarship: The Clarence Lawrence Memorial Scholarship Fund 
was established in 1999 by the family of Clarence to honor his memory as a trusted business man and farmer 
while supporting Starke County graduating seniors.  

Eligibility Requirements 
Must be graduating seniors from North Judson-San Pierre High School, Knox High School or Oregon-Davis High 
School. Must be deserving of financial assistance and plan to pursue a career in an Agriculture or Business-
related field. Academic performance and good citizenship are also important. Scholarship may be renewed.  

Please Make Sure the Following document is completed and attached.  
 Application Information Part A 
 Application Information Part B 
 One Letter of Recommendation 
 Essay question D 
 Complete both the College Costs Estimator for Dependent Students and the Authorization To Release 

Information sheet included in this application.  
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Ken Lucas Memorial Scholarship: This scholarship was created by the Ken Lucas family who continued the 
Lucas tradition of educating local youth.  

Eligibility Requirements 
Must be graduating seniors of North Judson San Pierre High School and accepted into an accredited state funded 
Indiana college, university, trade or vocational school. Those attending a private college or university are not 
eligible. Must have a 2.5 or higher GPA (on a 4 point scale) and deserving of financial assistance. First preference 
is given to those majoring in Math Education. Second preference to those majoring in a math related field. 
Scholarship may be renewed.  

Please Make Sure the Following document is completed and attached.  
 Application Information Part A 
 Application Information Part B 
 Essay question C 
 Complete both the College Costs Estimator for Dependent Students and the Authorization To Release 

Information sheet included in this application.  
 

Megan Elytha Jean Sahlhoff Music Scholarship: Megan loved to laugh, she loved music and 
she loved being a part of the North Judson San Pierre class of 2006. Megan’s positive attitude is remembered by 
everyone who knew and loved her. Megan’s family created this scholarship to honor Megan and support NJ-SP 
students who are planning a music related field of study. 
Eligibility Requirements 
Must be graduating seniors of North Judson San Pierre High School pursing a career with a major or minor in the 
field of music or a music related field, (i.e. Band, Choir, Theater, etc.) show good citizenship and financial need. 

Please Make Sure the Following documents are completed and attached.  
 Application Information Part A 
 Application Information Part B 
 One Letter of Recommendation 
 Complete both the College Costs Estimator for Dependent Students and the Authorization To Release 

Information sheet included in this application.  
 

Dorothy Johnson Shei Scholarship: This scholarship was created to support graduating seniors of 
Knox High School located in Starke County Indiana.  
Eligibility Requirements 
Applicants must be graduating seniors of Knox High School in Indiana and attended the school for at least four 
years and plan to attend a college, university or trade school in Indiana. Must be active and involved in school, 
work, and community; Display good citizenship in school, work, and community; Have a financial need; and have 
a B or higher grade point average. This scholarship is renewable.  

Please Make Sure the Following documents are completed and attached.  
 Application Information Part A  
 Application Information Part B 
 Dorothy Johnson Shei Scholarship Essay Question 
 Complete both the College Costs Estimator for Dependent Students and the Authorization To Release 

Information sheet included in this application.  
 

Winifred J. Simpkins/Spirit of Nursing Scholarship: Winifred "Winnie" Simpkins was a 
person of great strength and influence as well as a role model for her daughters and other young women.  She 
was also a Registered Nurse and believed in her profession and felt women should have no boundaries or limits 
in the "corporate" world and that a woman could be anything she wanted to be.  Winnie’s family established this 
scholarship to influence, encourage, and perhaps inspire residents of Starke County to follow in her footsteps to 
join the profession of Nursing.  

Eligibility Requirements 
Starke County residents, graduating from any high school, enrolled in an Indiana accredited Registered Nursing 
(RN) Program and deserving of financial assistance. Students must have attended high school in Indiana for at 
least four (4) years and be active in school, work and the community.  Scholarship may be renewed.  
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The Winifred J. Simpkins/Spirit of Nursing Scholarship ….continued  
Please Make Sure the Following documents are completed and attached. 

 Application Information Part A 
 Application Information Part B 
 One Letter of Recommendation 
 Winifred J. Simpkins/Spirit of Nursing Scholarship Essay Question 
 Complete both the College Costs Estimator for Dependent Students and the Authorization To Release 

Information sheet included in this application.  
 

Starke Memorial Hospital and Medical Staff Health Occupation/Medical 
Education Scholarship: Established in 1998 to provide scholarships to Starke County residents pursuing 
a career in a health field. 

Eligibility Requirements 
Eligible students must be residents of Starke County who show good citizenship and are deserving of financial 
assistance. Applicants must have attended high school in Indiana for at least four (4) years, graduated in at least 
the highest twenty percent (20%) of their graduating class and pursuing a career in a health-related field.   

Please Make Sure the Following documents are completed and attached. 
 Application Information Part A 
 Application Information Part B 
 One letter of recommendation (From principal or faculty advisor of the high school) 
 Essay question B 
 Complete both the College Costs Estimator for Dependent Students and the Authorization To Release 

Information sheet included in this application.  
  

Christine and David VanVactor Scholarship: Established by Christine and David VanVactor to 
provide scholarships to students graduating from Knox High School or Oregon-Davis High School. Also open to 
non-traditional students. Preference given to those who plan to pursue a degree in Construction Management or 
building trades. Scholarship may be renewed.  

Eligibility Requirements 
The recipient of this scholarship is chosen on a point system basis is as follows:  

 A Child of an individual who is or has been an employee of VanVactor Construction, LLC.  If yes, 20 
points.  If no, 0 points; 

 Majoring in construction management or building trades: 0 to 50 points; 
 Financial Need: 0 to 10 points; 
 Complete an essay expressing why they have chosen their specific field of study. 0 to 10 points; 
 Attending Purdue University.  If yes, 10 points.  If no, 0 points. 

Please Make Sure the Following documents are completed and attached. 
 Application Information Part A 
 Application Information Part B 
 Essay question C  
 Complete both the College Costs Estimator for Dependent Students and the Authorization To Release 

Information sheet included in this application.  
 

1897 Charley Vorm Memorial Scholarship: Established to celebrate the life of Charley Vorm, a 
citizen of North Judson and successful businessman who established American Oak Preserving Company Inc. 
Eligibility Requirements 
Must be graduating seniors of North Judson San Pierre High School, attending Indiana State University and have 
attended high school in Indiana for at least four years. Must be in the highest 20% of their graduating class.  
Scholarship may be renewed.  

Please Make Sure the Following documents are completed and attached. 
 Application Information Part A 
 Application Information Part B 
 One letter of recommendation (From principal or faculty advisor of the high school) 
 Essay question B  
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1897 Charley Vorm Memorial Scholarship ….continued  
 Complete both the College Costs Estimator for Dependent Students and the Authorization To Release 

Information sheet included in this application.  
 
Robert O. and Doris E. Winters Scholarship: This scholarship was established in 1999 by Doris 
Winters to help Starke County students pursue their higher education goals.  

Eligibility Requirements 
Applicants must be graduating from Knox Community High School with a “B” average or above and be deserving 
of financial assistance.   

Please Make Sure the Following documents are completed and attached.  
 Application Information Part A 
 Application Information Part B 
 Complete both the College Costs Estimator for Dependent Students and the Authorization To Release 

Information sheet included in this application.  
 One Letter of Recommendation  
 Essay question B  

 

Starke County Scholarship Foundation Fund: Established in 1998 to provide scholarships to 
qualified Starke County high school seniors. Please contact your High School guidance department for 
information on applying for this scholarship. 
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715 Main Street, P. O. Box 807,  
Rochester, Indiana 46975 

Phone: (574) 223-2227  Toll Free: (877) 432-6423 
Fax: (574) 224-3709  terri@nicf.org  www.nicf.org 

Corinne Becknell Lucas  Program/Scholarship Coordinator  
corinne@nicf.org 

 
 

 
Starke County Community Foundation 
2009 Scholarship Cover page 
 
 
I am applying for the following Starke County Community Foundation scholarships  
(check the appropriate boxes of all scholarships for which you are applying)  
 

 Brooklyn A. Boo Scholarship  

 LaVergne M. Brown and Lois L. Spenner 
Educational Scholarship  

 The Cunningham Family Scholarship 

 Helen and Ware Edgar Scholarship 

 Richard H. Gumz Agricultural Scholarship  

 Ed Hasnerl/WKVI Scholarship  

 Nella Kersting Memorial Scholarship  

 Clarence Lawrence Memorial Scholarship  

 Ken Lucas Memorial Scholarship  

 Megan Elytha Jean Sahlhoff Music 
Scholarship  

 Dorothy Johnson Shei Scholarship  

 Winifred J. Simpkins/Spirit of Nursing 
Scholarship  

 Starke Memorial Hospital and Medical Staff 
Health Occupation/Medical Education 
Scholarship  

 Christine and David VanVactor Scholarship 

 1897 Charley Vorm Memorial Scholarship 

 Robert O. and Doris E. Winters Scholarship 

 
In signing this application, I hereby certify that the information is complete and accurate to the best of my 
knowledge. I have fulfilled all of the requirements for the application and I am enclosing required attachments 
as requested on the instructions page and the scholarship description sections of this document. I am 
aware that the Northern Indiana Community Foundation scholarships may be used at an accredited education 
institution. I also understand that the awards will be announced in the spring and summer of 2009. In addition, I 
understand that the information contained in my application may be shared with the scholarship committee and 
/ or the scholarship fund founder.  If you are under 18 years of age, a parent’s signature is required. 
 
                
Applicant’s Name (please print) 
 
 
                
Applicant’s Signature     Date  Parent’s Signature     Date 
 
Application Deadline is Tuesday January 6th.   Please read the “Instructions for 
Completing the Application” on page 3 for details. 
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Application Information Part A 
 
Name                      
  First    Middle    Last  

Office use only

Legal Address                  
   
City / State / Zip           
 
Mailing Address (if different from above)              
   
City / State / Zip           
 

 Male  Female    Township of Residence      
 
Number of years residing in Indiana   Number of years residing in your township     
 
Date of Birth       Home Telephone Number      
 
Email address      Cell Phone Number      
 
Father’s / Guardian’s Name                   
                   First    Middle    Last    
Address (if different from you)                  
   
City / State / Zip              
 
Occupation       Firm Name        
 
Mother’s / Guardian’s Name                   
    First    Middle    Last  
Address (if different from you)                  
   
City / State / Zip              
 
Occupation       Firm Name        
 
High School     Graduation Date   # of Year’s attended   
   
Elementary School (list school name and dates attended)          
 
                
 
Year in college in the coming academic year:    Fresh.    Soph.     Jr      Sr.     Grad. School     Other    
 
1st Generation College Student    Yes     No     Enrollment Status:  Full-time     Part-time    Other       
 
1st choice educational institution you plan to attend Accepted?  Yes  No  
 
2nd choice educational institution you plan to attend Accepted?  Yes  No  
 
3rd choice educational institution you plan to attend Accepted?  Yes  No  
 
Major field of College Study             
 
As of this date, do you have a tuition package that pays for more than half of you college tuition per year?     Yes  No  
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Application Information Part B 
School and Community Activities 
Using only the space below, please list school, extracurricular, community and religious activities in which you have 
participated during the past four years. Please list the activities in order of importance to you.  
Activity Type: School, 

Community, Church 
or other (name) 

# of 
years 

Hours of 
participation 

per year 
(estimate) 

Awards & Honors 

 
 

 
    

 
 

 
    

 
 

 
    

 
 

 
    

 
 

 
    

 
 

 
    

 
 

 
    

 
 

 
    

 
 

 
    

 
 

 
    

 
 

 
    

 
 

 
    

 
 

 
    

 
 

 
    

 
 

 
    

 
 

 
    

 
 

 
    

 
 

 
    

 
 

 
    

 
Work Experience 
Using only the space below, list your paid work experience, beginning with your most recent position.  
Employer Nature of Work Dates Hours per week 
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Essay Questions Part C 
 
Please respond to the following essay questions(s). Submit your responses on a separate sheet of plain white 
paper.  If you are applying for more than one scholarship, use a separate sheet of paper for each scholarship 
essay or set of questions. Include your name on the top left of the page and the name of the scholarship you 
are applying for on the top right of each page. 

� Essay question A.  Describe your plans for the future and the importance of a receiving a post-
high school education.  

 
� Essay question B. Briefly describe the person that has been most influential in your life and how 

they assisted you.  Please also express your personal reasons for desiring a post-high school 
education. 

 
� Essay question C.  Describe your desire to pursue a career in your selected field. Please also 

express your personal reasons for desiring a post-high school education. 
 
� Essay question D.  Please explain why you feel you are most qualified to receive this 

scholarship. 
 
� LaVergne M. Brown and Lois L. Spenner Educational Scholarship Essay Question. Describe 

why you have chosen to pursue a Degree in Education and who has been most influential in 
helping you make that decision.  Please also express your personal reasons for desiring a post-
high school education.   

 
� The Jack and Michele Cunningham Family Scholarship. Complete a 300 – 400 word essay. 

Express a challenge you have faced, how you resolved the matter and what you learned from the 
experience.   

 
� Dorothy Johnson Shei Scholarship. What are some of the things in your community that need 

improving? What could you do about it? 
 
� Ed Hasnerl/WKVI Scholarship Essay Question. Briefly describe why you have chosen 

communications or media-related subjects as your area of study? 
 
� Winifred J. Simpkins/Spirit of Nursing Scholarship Essay Question. Briefly describe why you 

have chosen a career in Nursing, and who, if anyone was influential in your decision to become a 
Registered Nurse.  Also, please express your personal reasons for desiring a post-high school 
education regardless of career choice. 
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Name of Student:            
 
Academic Certification Form:  
 

This Section to Be Completed By a High School Guidance Counselor 
 

Diploma: 
 
The student will graduate with the following: Reg. Diploma                CORE 40               Academic Honors            

 
Advanced Placement Classes: 

 
Number of College Prep, Honors, Advanced Placement, Weighted Courses offered at this high school:    

Number taken by student:   

General Testing and Scholarship: 
 

Did this student pass both required sections of the ISTEP GQE?     Yes               No 
 
21st Century Scholar?  Yes             No       Likely to be a recipient of the award?          Yes               No  
 

 
Required Test and SAT/ACT Scores & Cumulative GPA: 
Only complete if information in not on the student’s transcript 

  
Highest SAT Scores:  Writing         Math             Critical Reading            Total:      
 

Highest Composite ACT Score:     

 
GPA                          on  a scale of          Class Rank                              Class Size    
  

 
                
Guidance Counselor Signature                                               Date 
 

 

This Section to Be Completed By Applicant If They Are a Non-Traditional Student: 
You must still attach a copy of your most recent high school or college transcript 

 
GED recipients: Score on Section #1       #2     #3 #4  #5 Total Score:     
 
GPA     on  a scale of     Class Rank     Class Size    
  
Sat Score:  Writing   Math    Critical Reading    Total  ACT Score composite    
  
                
Student Signature                                                 Date 
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Financial Information Part D 
 
The analysis of financial resources available to help fund postsecondary education is one of the factors 
considered by the Northern Indiana Community Foundation’s selection committees for scholarships that have 
financial need as a part of the selection criteria. In an effort to assess the financial need of applicants, we are 
requiring that all applicants: 
 

1. Complete the foundation’s scholarship application; 
2. Complete a College Costs Estimator form and Authorization To Release Information form (even if one 

has been completed previously*); 
3. Seal the Estimator and Release Form in the provided envelope. Return the scholarship application and 

sealed forms to the designated location outlined in the scholarship application instructions. 
 

A summary report based on the applicants’ completed College Costs Estimators will be generated for the 
Foundation by the National Center for College Costs. The summary report will provide the Foundation with 
enough information to evaluate this factor in the selection process. We understand that the information you 
provide to the National Center for College Costs is considered personal and confidential, so the Center’s 
analysis of your numbers will only be released once they have received a signed release form from you. The 
applicant summary report will be the only financial information seen by the scholarship committee and will be 
used only during the scholarship selection process.  
 
Note: We recommend that you make a copy for your records of your application and College Costs Estimator 
once completed. 
 
*If you have completed a College Costs Estimator after September 1, 2008, contact the National Center for 
College Costs at 877-687-7291 to see if your previously submitted form can be used for scholarship purposes (or 
complete and submit the enclosed Estimator form). Accurate, up-to-date information is required for all applicants 
and a new Estimator may be required even if one was submitted previously. Release forms MUST be submitted 
by all scholarship applicants. 
 
An added benefit for your family: By completing the College Costs Estimator form for this 
scholarship, you and your family will receive a customized report summarizing the results of your 
Estimator analysis. You and your family also will have access to the staff at the National Center for 
College via a toll-free line and email in the months/years ahead at no cost to you should you need 
assistance dealing with college costs and financial aid issues.  
 
Family reports will be mailed following the analysis and generation of reports. 
 
 



 

COLLEGE COSTS ESTIMATOR 

Tip Sheet 
 

If you have any questions when completing your College Costs Estimator, call toll free (877) 687-7291. 
 

When filling out your College Costs Estimator, please keep the following in mind: 
 

1. The Estimator is designed to gather the information necessary to estimate your Expected Family Contribution (EFC) 

under the federal formula that will be used when you/your student attends an undergraduate college program. It is 

very important that you provide your most recent figures. If you submit the Estimator before filing your 2008 

tax return(s) and your finances in 2008 are/were significantly different than 2007, accurate 2008 estimates 

are preferred. If your financial situation in 2008 is/was very similar to 2007 and you submit your Estimator 

before filing 2008 tax returns, please use your 2007 tax figures as indicated below.  
 

2. Dependency Status: You may use the dependent student version of the College Costs Estimator in most situations.  

However, if the student meets one of the following criteria, s/he will be considered an independent student and will 

need to call Murray & Associates / The National Center for College Costs to request the independent student version 

of the College Costs Estimator.  If the student: 1) was born before January 1, 1986; 2) is married; 3) will be enrolling 

in graduate school (not undergraduate); 4) has a child for whom they provide more than half of their financial 

support; 5) has dependents other than children or a spouse who live with them and for whom they provide more than 

half of their financial support; 6) had no living parent, was in foster care, and/or was a ward of the court as of the age 

of 13 or older; 7) is an emancipated minor as determined by a court in the student’s state of legal residence; 8) is in a 

legal guardianship as determined by a court in the student’s state of legal residence; 9) is an unaccompanied youth 

who is homeless; 10) is a veteran of the U.S. Armed Forces; or 11) is currently serving on active duty in the military, 

the student needs to complete the independent student version of the College Costs Estimator.  
 

3. Total income (wages from work) is found on the following line of your tax return*: 

2007 

1040 – line 7**                1040 A – line 7  1040 EZ – line 1 
 

*Note 1: It is important to separate mother’s/stepmother’s wages and father’s/stepfather’s wages onto the two lines listed on the form.  

(This will require that you divide line 7 (or line 1 if you filed a 1040 EZ) according to wages earned by each, if you file jointly.) 
 

**Note 2: If you are self-employed, you must add line 7, 12 and 18 together from your 1040.  Report the total of these three lines on 

your Estimator form. 
 

4. Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) is found on the following line of your tax return: 

2007 

1040 – line 37                1040 A – line 21  1040 EZ – line 4 
                           
 

5. Total U. S. income taxes paid is found on the following line of your tax return: (This is not the “Total Tax” line) 

2007 

1040 – line 57                1040 A – line 35  1040 EZ – line 10 
         
 

6. If you had an Earned Income Credit, it is found on the following line of your tax return: 

2007 

1040 – line 66a                1040 A – line 40a  1040 EZ – line 8a 

        
 

7. If you had an Additional Child Tax Credit, it is found on the following line of your tax return: 

2007       

1040 – line 68                1040 A – line 41  

 

       

8. If you had an Education Tax Credit, it can be found on the following line of your tax return: 

2007       

1040 – line 49                1040 A – line 31           (OVER) 



 

9. If you elected to make tax-deferred payments to a retirement plan through your employer such as a 401 (k), 403 

(b), etc. the figure you need to list in question #17 is typically found in Boxes 12a through 12d of your W-2 form 

from your employer, codes D, E, F, G, H and S. For IRA deductions and/or payments to SEP, SIMPLE, Keogh 

and other qualified retirement plans, enter the total of lines 28 + 32 on Form 1040 or line 17 on Form 1040A. 

 

 

Most Common College Costs Estimator Mistakes: 
 

1.  Incorrect reporting of people in the household 
 

Include information pertaining to the parent(s)/stepparent with whom the student lives as well as other children who 

receive the majority of their financial support from the listed parent(s)/stepparent and/or other people who live in their 

household and receive the majority of their financial support from the listed parent(s)/stepparent.  If the student is living 

with a guardian who is not a parent, the federal regulations will base the financial aid eligibility on parent information 

even though the student is not living with them.  In other words, you need to use parent (not guardian) household 

figures. If the parents are divorced but the student lives with both parents (in the case of joint custody), complete 

the form using the information that pertains to the parent’s household in which the student lived the most during 

the past 12 months.   

 

2. Reporting the value of retirement accounts 
 

The total value of retirement accounts is not looked at under the federal formula and should not be listed anywhere 

on the form. However, any tax-deferred payments made in the last tax year to such accounts must be reported in question 

#17 on the College Costs Estimator as outlined in #9 above (on this page). 

 

3. Incorrect reporting of U.S. taxes paid 
 

As noted above, the specific line from your tax return should provide you with the correct amount of U.S. taxes paid 

during the last tax year. This is not the figure reported on your W-2 or the amount you received back in a refund. Use 

your tax return to find the correct number. Please note this is not the “Total Tax” line of your return. 

 

 

Other Important Notes: 
 

1. Income Reporting 
 

The figures requested in questions #3, #11 and #12 are gross income figures as reported on your W-2 and tax form.  

Federal, state and FICA taxes will be figured in the analysis process (so don’t list only your net income). 
 

2. Citizenship Status 
 

In the general student information section, there is a question that asks about the student’s citizenship status. This question 

is asked only for the purpose of identifying students who may not be eligible for student financial aid when the time 

comes because of the citizenship rules. There are specific rules that state who can and who cannot receive federal (and 

often state) financial aid based on citizenship and residency. If a student does not meet the guidelines – that is he/she is 

not a U.S. citizen or eligible noncitizen – we will want to discuss the funding options that may be available for the 

student.  
 

According to the current rules:  “Generally, you are an eligible noncitizen if you are: 1) a permanent U.S. resident with a Permanent 

Resident Card (I-551); 2) a conditional permanent resident (I-551C); or 3) the holder of an Arrival-Departure Record (I-94) from the 

Department of Homeland Security showing any one of the following designations: ‘Refugee,’ ‘Asylum Granted,’ ‘Parolee’ (I-94 

confirms paroled for a minimum of one year and status has not expired) or ‘Cuban-Haitian Entrant.’ If you are in the U.S. on an F1 or 

F2 student visa, a J1 or J2 exchange visitor visa, or a G series visa (pertaining to international organizations), you must fill in oval c 

(on question 14 of the FAFSA which states the student is not a citizen or eligible noncitizen). If you are neither a citizen nor an eligible 

noncitizen, you are not eligible for federal student aid. However, you may be eligible for state or college aid.”  - 2008-2009 Free 

Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)  
 

 

Still have questions?  Call toll free (877) 687-7291! 
© Copyright 2008 

Murray & Associates 
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